Budget 2003


FUND:
001 GENERAL FUND

DEPT:
  13 PUBLIC DEFENDER

PURPOSE/FUNCTION: The Board of County Commissioners established an office of public defender for the county *.  The purpose of the Public Defenders office is to provide legal representation to indigents accused of crimes or probation violations which carry the potential for incarceration; juveniles in delinquency matters, truancy, at-risk youth and children in need of services cases; indigent parents in dependency proceedings; respondents in mental health proceedings and in other cases as referred by the Office of Assigned Counsel.
* See RCW 36.26

GOALS: To provide the best legal representation and counsel possible to clients as effectively as possible.   To earn the confidence and respect of our clients so that they will believe that we are doing everything for them that a private attorney would do.  To earn the respect of the bench, bar, prosecution and law enforcement as an office that is competent, professional and who cares about the quality of our work and the people we represent.



                Actual
                  
     Budget


     1999
      2000
      2001
      2002
       2003


Staffing:

	Director
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0

	Chief Deputy
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0

	Office Supervisor II
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0

	Investigator
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0

	Senior Deputy Public Defender
	
	
	
	1.0
	1.0

	Assistant Public Defender III
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0

	Assistant Public Defender II
	5.0
	5.0
	5.0
	4.0
	4.0

	Assistant Public Defender I
	1.0
	1.0
	2.0
	2.0
	3.0

	Staff Assistant II
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0

	Staff Assistant I
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0

	Office Assistant II
	   1.0
	   1.0
	   1.0
	   1.0
	   1.0

	     Total Staffing:
	17.0
	17.0
	18.0
	18.0
	19.0


[image: image1.wmf]Expenditures:

Salaries and Wages

693,304

$       

 

696,236

$       

 

772,670

$       

 

789,143

$       

 

848,453

$          

 

Personnel Benefits

170,513

         

 

164,857

         

 

176,922

         

 

179,138

         

 

193,574

            

 

Supplies

11,405

           

 

10,300

           

 

14,344

           

 

14,000

           

 

13,350

              

 

Other Services & Charges

97,700

           

 

90,590

           

 

109,124

         

 

136,085

         

 

143,600

            

 

Capital Outlays

824

                

 

2,043

             

 

4,023

             

 

-

                 

 

-

                   

 

973,746

$       

 

964,026

$       

 

1,077,083

$    

 

1,118,366

$    

 

1,198,977

$       

 








1999

2000

2001

2002
Performance Indicators:

	Felony cases
	711
	688
	672
	693

	Felony probation
	494
	480
	597
	614

	Misdemeanor cases
	1,393
	1,384
	1,419
	1,761

	Misdemeanor probation
	348
	452
	631
	539

	Juvenile cases
	579
	739
	571
	670

	Juvenile probation
	163
	132
	95
	94

	At-risk youth
	70
	44
	20
	49

	Dependencies
	
	
	
	104

	Other
	
	
	
	452
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Revenue/Expenditure Comment:

The year 2003 will continue to bring new challenges to the office.  The attorneys have become unionized and it will take some time to build a working relationship with the union.  We are optimistic that will happen and thus far the relationship between the office and the union is working well.  We have an equal challenge in learning to work with a new Prosecuting Attorney and the changes in his office.  We expect that will be very challenging and will result in an increase in the amount of cases that will be filed in all kinds of cases.  We also expect caseloads to increase in dependency cases.   The number of cases this office handles has increased each year over the last ten years and we expect that pattern to continue for the year 2003.  
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