
 

Rev. 9-16-08     Page 1 of 17 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
1800 Continental Place ● Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

Inspections 360.336.9306 ● Office 360.336.9410 ● Fax 360.336.9416 
 

Variance Application Checklist 
 

Approved prior to Variance Application: 
□  □ Lot Certification (Recorded copy required, no exemptions) 

___Approved Lot Certification, previously recorded; OR, 
___Approved Lot Certification, PDS will submit it for recording. 

□  □ Critical Area Review   
 ___Report due at submittal (If required) 
 ___Provide staff letter of approval at submittal. 

□  □ Pre-Application Meeting or Waiver 
 

Submitted with Variance Application 

□  □ Fees  $________ Variance    $________ Publications    $________ Public Works
   

□  □ Fact Sheet   
 Fully completed 
 

□  □ Ownership Certificate  
  Notarized signature of Property Owner 
 

□  □ Assessor’s Map 
 Identify the subject parcel. 

 

□  □ Critical Area Report (If required.)   
 Provide 2 copies. 
 

□  □ Site Plan  No larger than 11 x 17 
 See attached page for all 13 site plan requirements. 
 

□  □ Detailed Narrative Statement 
Please address the criteria for the particular type of Variance you are applying for by providing 
supporting documentation.   

 

□  □ General Evaluation Criteria/Specific Criteria (SCC 14.06 & 14.10) 
 Answer all questions completely on following pages. Attach a separate page if necessary. 
 

□  □   Pre-Addressed/Stamped Envelopes  for owners of record and physical addresses 
within 300 feet of property boundary. 

 ____ Include a list of property owners and physical addresses. 
____ONE set for Administrative.           ____TWO sets for Hearing Examiner.  
 

□  □ Landscaping Plan (If required.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date application was accepted: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Accepted by 
 
 
Permit Number 
 
 
Zoning / Setbacks 
 
 
Flood Plain/Floodway 
 
 
Shoreline 
 
 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Planning & Development Services Fact Sheet  
 PL#:_____________ Date Received 
 Community Development Division 
 
 
 

 Administrative Decision   Preliminary Plat 
 Agricultural Variance  Shoreline Exemption 
 Binding Site Plan  Shoreline Substantial Use Permit 
 Boundary Line Adjustment  Short CaRD 
 Final Plat  Short Plat 
 Long CaRD  Special Use Permit Level I 
 Lot Certification  Special Use Permit Level II 
 Modification  Variance Level I 
 Open Space  Variance Level II 
 Pre-application Review                                

  
 Other _____________________ 

 

 
 

  
Brief Project Description:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Other Related Permits or Approvals:_______________________________________________________  

Applicant Name:______________________________________________________________________  

Parcel ID#: ____________  Assessor Tax #:_______________ - __________ -__________ -__________ 

Parcel ID#: ____________  Assessor Tax #:_______________ - __________ -__________ -__________ 

Section____ Township____ Range____ Comprehensive Plan/Zoning Designation:__________________ 

Site Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Recorded Lot of Record:  Yes  No  PL#_________________________________________________   

Urban Growth Area:   Yes  No  If yes, City: ______________________________________________ 

Comp Plan/Zoning within 200 feet:____________ Mineral Resource Overlay within ¼ mile:   Yes  No      

Critical Area/Shoreline within 200 feet:  Yes Type/Name ________________________________  No  

Pre-application meeting required?   Yes  No    Meeting verification form enclosed?  Yes  No 

Acreage or Lot Dimensions:_____________________________________________________________   

Flood Zone: ____________ FIRM Map Panel #:_____________________ Map Date:________________ 

Road access:  Private   County – Permit #:__________________   State – Permit #:__________________ 

Water Source:  Drilled well - Permit #:_____________  Community Well   Public: ___PUD #1  ___Anacortes 

Sewage Disposal:  Septic - Permit #:__________________    Public Sewer:_______________________ 

Legal Description:_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ (Attach additional sheet if necessary.) 
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Planning & Development Services 
Community Development Division 

Applicant 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

_________________________ _________________________  ________________________________ 
Phone    Fax     e-mail address 
 
 
Signature____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Owner 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

_________________________ _________________________  ________________________________ 
Phone    Fax     e-mail address 
 

Contact 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

_________________________ _________________________  ________________________________ 
Phone    Fax     e-mail address 

 

Contractor (When applicable.  If owner, write owner-builder) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

_________________________ _________________________  ________________________________ 
Phone    Fax     e-mail address 

___________________________________________________  ________________________________ 
Contractors License #      Expiration Date 
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OWNERSHIP CERTIFICATION 
 

 
 
I, _________________________________, hereby certify that I am the major property owner or officer of 
the corporation owning property described in the attached application, and I have familiarized myself with 
the rules and regulations of Skagit County with respect to filing this application for a     
 
___________________________________ and that the statements, answers and information submitted 
presents the argument on behalf of this application and are in all respects true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 
 
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: (_______)____________________  

 

Signature(s): 

 

_______________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

for:  ____________________________________ 
(corporation or company name, if applicable) 

 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 
         ss. ) 
COUNTY OF SKAGIT ) 
 
On this day personally appeared before me ____________________________, known to be the 
individual(s) described in and who executed the within and foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that 
they signed the same as their free and voluntary act and deed, for the uses and purpose therein 
mentioned. 
GIVEN under my hand and official seal the __________ day of _______________________,  ________. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the State of Washington residing at 
 
My Commission Expires: ______________________________ 



 
 
 

  Planning & Development Services 
  Critical Areas Checklist 
            Pursuant to Skagit County 14.24.080 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Section ___ Township ___ Range ____ Parcel Number  ____________Related Permits: ____________ 

Site Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed uses: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS CONCERNING CRITICAL AREA INDICATORS LOCATED ON OR WITHIN 200 

FEET OF THE PROJECT AREA. 
 

a. Are you aware of any environmental documentation that has been prepared related to critical areas that 
includes the subject area? (If yes, *please attach a list of document titles). 

___ Yes*  ___ No ___ Unknown 
 

b. Are there any surface waters (including year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, bogs, 
fens, swamps, marshes)? 

___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 
 
c. Is there vegetation that is associated with wetlands?  
___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 
  
d. Have any wetlands been identified? 

___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 
  
e. Are there areas where the ground is consistently inundated or saturated with water?  

___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 
 
f. Are there any State or Federally listed sensitive, endangered or threatened species and habitats?  

___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 
 
g. Are there slopes of 15% or greater?  

__ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 
 

h. Is the project located within a Flood Hazard Zone? 
___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 

 
i. Do you know of any landslide hazard areas? 

___ Yes ___ No ___ Unknown 

 

I grant permission to the field inspector to enter the building site to determine the presence or absence of critical 
areas. 

I understand that if the information on this form is later determined to be incorrect, the project or activity may be 
subject to conditions or denial as necessary to meet the requirements of SCC 14.24, the Skagit County Critical 
Areas Ordinance. 
 

____________________________       _____________    
  Applicant’s Signature      Date 
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Site Plan Requirement Checklist 
Site plan must be prepared on 8 ½” x 11” or 11” x 17” paper. 

 
*The first 7 requirements of the Drainage Plan may be met by utilizing a third copy 

of this site plan. 
□  1.  Title Block 
Indicate applicant's name, site address, Assessor's Tax Account # and Property ID # (P#) for the subject property. 
□  2.  Scale 

Indicate map scale.  Use any appropriate scale and note it on your site plan.  Example - Scale: 1” = 40’ 
□  3.  North Arrow 

Show an arrow indicating the  NORTH direction. 
□  4.  Property Boundaries/Easements  
Show property lines and all easements (utility, drainage, dike, access, railroad, etc.).  Indicate site dimensions and 
names of adjacent roads.  
□  5.  Driveway 
Show entire length and width of driveway in feet.  Indicate grade of driveway in percent (%) of slope. Turnouts are 
required every  300 feet.  To create a turnout the road shall be widened to 20 feet in width for a distance of 30 feet 
in length to allow for vehicles to pull over and allow emergency vehicles to proceed. 
□  6.  Building Footprint 
Show location, dimensions and setbacks of all existing and proposed buildings or structures.  If this project 
includes an addition, please clearly show the addition different from the existing building.  Identify each building by 
its use (residence, garage, etc.).  Indicate roof overhang lines and any decks, porches or retaining walls. 
□  7.  Impervious Surface 
Indicate the amount of new impervious area.  Impervious areas include the square footage of new building roof 
area, parking area, patios and any new driveway.   
□  8.  Setbacks 
Indicate the building setbacks from all property lines with a dashed line. Include shoreline setbacks when 
applicable.   
□  9.  Well Location or Water Lines 
Indicate the drinking water supply (existing and/or proposed, public or individual).  Show all private well(s), public 
water mains and water supply pipes to all buildings. 
□ 10.  On-Site Septic System Location or Sewer Lines 
Indicate method of sewage disposal:  Private septic - show existing and proposed on-site sewage system(s).  
Include drainfield replacement area(s).  (Tanks are required to be 50’ and drainfields 100’ from a well.)  Public 
sewer - indicate location of sewer main and private pipes to building. 
□ 11.   Propane 

 Show the location of the propane tank (if any).  
□ 12.  Slope 
Indicate slope (elevation change) of building site.  Use contour lines or arrows to show direction and percent (%) of 
slope(s). Identify any erosion or landslide areas as well as any potential unstable slopes greater than 15%. 

Percentage % of slope = Rise (drop in height) divided by Run (distance) multiplied by 100. 
 
OTHER FEATURES TO INCLUDE ON YOUR SITE PLAN: 
□     •Shorelines 
For shoreline properties, show the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) and setbacks from OHWM to all structures, 
including neighbor’s, within 300 feet from both side property lines. 
□     •Dike District 

Show both measurements from the water ward side and the landward side of the dike and distance to 
project. 
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Types of Variances and Approval/Denial Process 
Variance types are outlined in SCC 14.10.  Variance review processes (Levels I–III) are outlined in SCC 
14.06. 

Level I Variances:  Administrative variances shall be decided by Planning and Development Services.  

Level II Variances:  All other variance requests to any of the provisions of SCC Title 14 shall be 
processed as a Level II Hearing Examiner Decision. 

Level III Variances:  Other requirements of the Ag-NRL zone found in 14.16.400 or to the Agricultural 
Land Preservation, SCC 14.16.860 shall be processed as a Level III HE recommendation by the 
Hearing Examiner and final decision by the Board of County Commissioners. 

Other Variances: Shoreline variances follow the procedures outlined in the Shoreline Management 
Master Program. Alternatives to the Public Works standards of SCC 14.36 shall be decided by the 
Public Works Department. 

 

What is a zoning variance? 
The Skagit County Zoning Ordinance includes standards relating to development such as residential 
setbacks.  A variance is a zoning adjustment, which permits minor changes to district requirements 
where individual properties are both harshly and uniquely burdened by the strict application of the 
ordinance.  The approval of a variance is limited to the minimum adjustment necessary to remedy the 
specific burdens of the site.  A variance recognizes that the same district requirements do not affect all 
properties equally. 

 

What cannot be done with a zoning variance? 
Use variations are specifically prohibited.  A variance does not include the substitution of uses assigned 
to other districts. Applications regarding minimum lot sizes which increase density beyond that permitted 
by the Comprehensive Plan are discouraged.  Since zoning regulates land and not people, the following 
conditions cannot be considered pertinent to the application:  (a) proof that a variation would increase 
the financial return from the land, (b) personal hardship, or (c) self-imposed hardship.  Recognition of 
conditions created by the applicant (or previous owners) would encourage violation of the zoning 
ordinance. 

 

Variance application submittal 
A variance from the requirements of SCC Title 14 shall be submitted on forms provided by Planning and 
Development Services, or, in the case of a request for an alternative from the Public Works Standards, 
on forms provided by the Public Works Department. The application form requires that all applicable 
criteria outlined be filled out properly. Please review the criteria section carefully. 

 

Variance review process 
Once an application has been submitted, planning staff will circulate the application for comments from 
other departments and agencies.  The comments will be reviewed and a staff report will be prepared, 
setting forth specific findings.  A staff recommendation for approval or denial will be prepared based on 
the variance criteria.  If your variance process includes a public hearing, the staff report will be 
presented to the Hearing Examiner.  You should plan to attend this hearing with any information you 
wish to present in support of your case. 
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What happens at a public hearing? 
At the hearing, the Hearing Examiner will review the application, the staff report with recommendation, 
and public testimony.  Following the completion of the public hearing, the Hearing Examiner will render 
a decision, or elect to issue a written decision at a later date.  If the variance is granted, there may be 
certain conditions imposed.  These conditions are binding and will be enforced as part of the variance. 

 
Findings of variance 
The Approving Authority shall make findings whether:   
 

• The reasons set forth in the application justify the granting of the variance, including findings 
relating to compliance with any relevant variance criteria found in other sections of Skagit 
County Code. 

• The variance is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable use of land, 
building or structure. 

• The granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Title 
and other applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code, and will not be injurious to the 
neighborhood, or otherwise detrimental to public welfare. 

 
Variances may be conditioned 
In granting any variance, the Approving Authority may prescribe such conditions and safeguards as are 
necessary to secure adequate protection for the locality in which the use is to be permitted. 
 

Recording of variances 
All variance decisions of the County shall be recorded with the Auditor.  If they contain conditions to be 
imposed on the property even after it has been sold, the recorded notice shall include the Owner's 
name, parcel number, property address, complete legal description, and  
conditions to be imposed on the property. 
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING GENERAL CRITERIA (SCC 14.10): 
Attach a separate page if necessary. 

 
1. Please list the special conditions and circumstances that exist which are peculiar to the land, 

structure, or building involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures, or buildings 
in the same district. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Please address any topography, lot size configuration or critical area constraints that make use of 

the particular site infeasible without the proposed variance. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Please list how literal interpretation of this Chapter would deprive the Applicant of rights 

commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Please list why these special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the 

actions of the applicant. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Please state how granting of the variance requested will not confer on the Applicant any special 

privilege that is denied by the code to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same district. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. If applicable, please provide an explanation of how the requested variance meets any other 

specific criteria required for the type of variance requested, including but not limited to the 
following: 

 
• Explanation of compliance with the criteria for a Critical Areas Ordinance variance under 

SCC 14.24.140. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Explanation of compliance with the criteria for variance for a public works alternative under 

the Skagit County Public Works Standards adopted pursuant to SCC 14.36. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Explanation of compliance with the criteria for variance from the agricultural siting criteria 

found in SCC 14.16.400(6). 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Explanation of compliance with the criteria for a Flood Hazard Ordinance variance found in 

SCC14.34.130. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

7. If applicable, list explanation as to why, if a variance is denied, the Applicant would be denied all 
reasonable use of his or her property.   

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PLEASE ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC CRITERIA: 
Attach a separate page if necessary. 

 
Critical Areas Ordinance Variance: 

 
Applicants proposing to vary from the dimensional setbacks of SCC 14.24 must submit a site 
assessment prepared by a qualified professional that supports a modification of the dimensional 
requirements.  Such a conclusion must also include all necessary mitigation measures.  Please 
attach three copies of this report. 

 
• Please demonstrate that the issuance of a zoning variance by itself will not provide 

sufficient relief to avoid the need for a variance to the dimensional setback and other 
requirements for critical areas regulated by Chapter 14.24. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
• Please describe how the site assessment and mitigation plan demonstrates that the 

proposed project allows for development of the subject parcel with the least impact on 
critical areas while providing reasonable use of the property, and full mitigation of the 
project impacts. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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• The Hearing Examiner will ensure the opportunity for public comment, including 

that from the Washington Departments of Ecology, Fish & Wildlife and Natural 
Resources, and affected Indian Tribes, before deciding on variance requests and 
shall develop and maintain a public record on each variance request which 
includes all findings, assessments and public comments.  Such a record shall be 
available to the public before the variance decision is made.   

 
 
• If the Hearing Examiner decides to grant the variance, the Hearing Examiner shall 

make a further finding that the reasons set forth in the application justify the 
granting of the variance, and that the variance is the minimum variance that will 
make possible the reasonable use of land, building or structure and allows the 
minimum impact to critical areas necessary to allow such reasonable use. 

 
 

• If the Hearing Examiner decides to grant the variance, the Hearing Examiner shall 
make a further finding that the granting of the variance will be consistent with the 
general purpose and intent of this Chapter, and will ot creat significant adverse 
impacts to the associated critical areas or otherwise be detrimental to the public 
welfare.   
 

 
• In granting any variance to Chapter 14.24, the Hearing Examiner shall prescribe 

such conditions and safeguards as are necessary to secure adequate protection of 
critical areas from adverse impacts and to ensure that impacts to critical areas or 
their buffers are fully mitigated.  The Hearing Examiner shall consider and 
incorporate as appropriate recommendations from Federal, State or Tribal resource 
agencies. 
 

 
• The Hearing Examiner shall maintain a record of all decisions made on request for 

variances on Chapter 14.24.  Such record shall include the basis and rationale for 
any such decision as well as any comments provided.   
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Technical Deviations from the Drainage Ordinance Pursuant to SCC 14.32 
Attach a separate page if necessary.  

 
Alternatives to the Public Works standards of SCC 14.36 shall be decided by the Public Works 
Departments. 

 
Technical deviations from this Chapter and the Stormwater Design Manual may be granted prior to permit 
approval and construction at the discretion of the Administrative Official only after a determination has 
been made providing all the following criteria are met: 
 

• Explain how the deviation provides equivalent protection and is in the overriding public interest; 
and that the objectives of safety, function, environmental protection, and facility maintenance, 
based upon sound engineering can be fully met. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Are there special physical circumstances or conditions impacting the property such that the strict 
application of these provisions would deprive the Applicant of all reasonable use of the parcel of 
land in question? Please explain: 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Has every reasonable effort to find creative ways to meet the intent of the minimum standards 
been made?  Please explain: 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Explain how the granting of the deviation will not be detrimental to the public health and welfare, 
nor injurious to other properties in the vicinity and/or downstream, and to the quality of the waters 
of the State. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Explain how the deviation is the least possible exception that could be granted to comply with the 

intent of the Minimum Requirements. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Variance from Agricultural Siting Criteria: 
Attach a separate page if necessary. 

 
Provide an explanation of how the structure will be placed to minimize the potential impacts on 
agricultural activities.  The agricultural siting criteria are: 
 

• Siting of all structures in the Agricultural NRL district shall minimize potential impacts on 
agricultural activities.  

 
• Structures shall be located at the edge of the property, either adjacent to the road or next to an 

interior lot line. 
 

• When structures exist on adjacent properties, siting of new structures shall comply with the 
following prioritized techniques: 

 
a) Locate new structure(s) in the same ownership adjacent to an existing compatible 

structure(s), sharing a common access road. 
b) When the provisions of above are not practical, locate adjacent to an existing structures 
c) When the provisions above are not practical, site to achieve minimum distance between 

structures. 
 

Please answer the following questions as they apply to the above information. 
 
• Why is it necessary to request a variance? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• What conditions do you find that make it impossible to meet the Agricultural siting criteria? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Do the conditions that justify the variance request result from the actions by the applicant? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Could other portions of the property be utilized that would not require a variance from the siting 

requirements?  Please explain. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Variances From Flood Damage Prevention 
Attach a separate page if necessary. 

 
Variances to Chapter 14.34 are limited to elevation requirements for first floor construction, elevation 
requirements for flood-proofing, and the type and extent of required flood proofing.   
 
• Explain how the granting of any variance will not increase flood heights. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Explain how the granting of any variance will not pose any additional threats to public safety. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• Explain how the granting of any variance will not result in an extraordinary public expense. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
• Explain how the granting of any variance will not create any nuisances. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
• Explain how the granting of any variance won’t result in fraud on or victimization of the public. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Explain how the granting of any variance will not conflict with other existing local laws or 

ordinances. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
All applicants granted a variance from Chapter 14.34 shall be notified that the issuance of a variance 
may result in increased premium rates for flood insurance and that construction below base flood 
elevation increases risk to life and property. 
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