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Building Permit Application Permit #: 
 

Accepted by: Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

 
Place a check (or N/A) in the box in the App(licant) column after attaching the required element. Staff will 
review the checklist using the PDS column and cannot accept applications without each required element. 

Pre-Application Checklist  The following requirements must be met before submitting an application: 

App PDS Required Element 

  1. Lot Certification ☐ Approved Lot Cert, previously recorded;  

OR ☐ Approved Lot Cert or Reasonable Use Exception (PDS will submit it for recording); 

OR ☐ Lot has an existing residence (lot cert is not required for accessory buildings or residential additions). 

  2. Address ☐ verified in database ☐ blue sign ☐ applied online 

  3. Land Use Zone: _______________ allowed use: ___________________________ SUP #: _____________ 

☐ Mineral Resource Overlay ☐ Airport Environs Overlay ☐ natural resource lands within 500 ft  

  4. Water ☐ Drilled Well Evaluation #: _________; OR ☐ alternative approved water source: _____________;  

OR ☐ community/public well (attach approved Health Dept Public Water Form); OR ☐ connection to City of 
Anacortes, Town of La Conner, or Skagit PUD water (attach proof of availability accepted by the water supplier) 

  5. Critical Areas ☐ approval letter (attached) OR ☐ recorded Protected Critical Area site plan  

OR ☐ interior remodel only with no increased septic use 

  6. Shorelines ☐ no portion of lot in Shoreline Jurisdiction OR  

☐ single-family residential OR ☐ Letter of Exemption attached OR ☐ Shoreline Permit #: ____________ 

  7. Flood Review ☐ Not in Flood Hazard Area OR Panel #:_______ Zone:_______ BFE/Depth:_______ ☐ Floodway 

  8. Septic/Sewer ☐ Septic Permit #: __________ OR ☐ public sewer (attach letter of availability or connection 

receipt) OR ☐ no plumbing, additional bedrooms, or commercial kitchen proposed 

Application Checklist  The following elements must be submitted with your permit application: 

App PDS Required Element 

  9. Master Application Form (with Agent Authorization Form if applicant is not property owner) 

  10. Impervious/Hard Surface Worksheet 

  11. Site Plan and Site Plan Requirements Checklist (except when doing internal remodeling only) 

  12. Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (Construction SWPPP) (except internal remodeling only) 

  13. Access Permit ☐ attached OR ☐ no change in existing driveway OR ☐ access to existing private road OR 

☐ access to state highway with attached WSDOT permit 

  14. Construction Plans 2 complete sets and 1 extra floor plan, compliant with the 2012 IBC or IRC, site and building 
specific, including all of the following: 

☐ Foundation Plan ☐ Floor Plan ☐ Roof Framing Plan ☐ Engineering/ Civil Drawings (comm. only) 

☐ Cross-Section ☐ Elevations ☐ Floor Framing Plan ☐ Landscape/Parking Plans (commercial only) 

☐ Energy Code & ventilation (residential unless mfr homes; non-residential for heated buildings) 

For new manufactured homes or commercial coaches, include ☐ one copy of the floor plan, and ☐ two copies 
of the installation manual. For used, provide model year: _______. Pre-June 76 requires L&I Safety Inspection. 

  15. State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Checklist (except single-family residential or otherwise exempt) 

  16. Fees (☐ double fees if permit is result of enforcement action) 

http://www.skagitcounty.net/planning
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All Projects 

Project description ________________________________ 

Are there other structures on this property? ☐ yes ☐ no 

Do you own adjoining pieces of land? ☐ yes ☐ no 

Commercial 

☐ Proposed Construction 

Footprint ___________ sq ft 

Construction type ___________ 

Height ___________ 

Number of stories ___________ 

Heated ☐ yes ☐ no 

Sprinklers ☐ yes ☐ no 

Building use ________________________________ 

Project value $___________ 

☐ Proposed Change of Use 

Current/recent use ________________________________ 

Proposed use ________________________________ 

Building area ___________ sq ft 

Number of stories ___________ 

Heated ☐ yes ☐ no 

Currently sprinkled ☐ yes ☐ no 

Other buildings 
within 30 feet 

☐ yes ☐ no 

Project value $___________ 

☐ Tenant Improvement 

Footprint ___________ sq ft 

Adjacent uses ________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 

Heated ☐ yes ☐ no 

Currently sprinkled ☐ yes ☐ no 

Project value $___________ 

☐ Non-Building Structures 

signs, containers, retaining walls, sprinklers, alarms, etc. 

Description ________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 

Area ___________ sq ft 

Project value $___________ 

 

Residential 

☐ Site-Built 

Proposed new living space: Proposed new other space: 

Finished ______ sq ft Garage ______ sq ft 

Unfinished ______ sq ft Shed ______ sq ft 

Addition ______ sq ft Carport ______ sq ft 

Remodel ______ sq ft Post frame ______ sq ft 

Repair ______ sq ft Deck/porch ______ sq ft 

Other  

Foundation ______ lineal feet (if permitting foundation only) 

Bedrooms ______ existing;  ______ proposed new 

☐ Manufactured/Mobile Home 

Year ___________ 

Make ___________ 

Model ___________ 

Vehicle ID (VIN) _________________________ 

Type ☐ manufactured/mobile ☐ modular (UBC) 

Footprint ___________ sq ft 

Foundation _____________ lineal feet (modular only) 

Installer __________________________ 

Cert # WAINS ______________________ 

Grading 

☐ Grading Proposed 

Proposed fill ___________ cu yards 

Proposed excavation ___________ cu yards 

Proposed tree removal ☐ yes ☐ no 

Proposed clearing/grubbing ☐ yes ☐ no 

Where will excavated material go? ____________________ 

 

Notes (Staff Use Only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Master Application Form Permit #: 

Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

 

 
Project/Site  

Project Title      

Site Address   City  Zip  

If No Address Section____     Township _____    Range _____ 

Parcel No(s)  Zoning  

  
Property Owner  ☐ Multiple owners (attach additional page) 

Name  Mailing Address  

City, State  Zip  Phone   

  
Contractor ☐ None ☐ Same as property owner   

Name  Mailing Address  

City, State   Zip   Phone   

Email   License #  Expires  

  
Applicant/Contact ☐ Same as property owner ☐ Same as contractor 

Name  Mailing Address  

City, State   Zip   Phone   

Email       

  
Signature  

☐  I am the owner of the subject property and I grant permission to field staff to enter the site to verify the presence or absence of 
critical areas and perform inspections of work proposed by this application; OR 

☐ I have the consent of the owners of the subject property and have attached Agent Authorization Form(s) (SCC 14.06.090); OR 

☐ This is a mechanical or plumbing permit; ownership certification is not required. 

I certify that the statements, answers, and information in the entirety of this application are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

 

Signature(s):  _______________________________________ 

Printed Name: _______________________________________ 

Title: _______________________________________ 

Company: _______________________________________ 

Date: _______________________________________ 
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Agent Authorization Form Permit # 

Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

 

 

Project Site   

Property Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Authorization Statement  

I/we, as the owners of the property identified above, authorize _____________________________________ to act as agent to 
submit applications, receive correspondence regarding the application, and sign title notices on my behalf.  

I/we grant permission to field staff to enter the site to verify the presence or absence of critical areas and perform inspections of 
work proposed by this application. 

Property Owner Signature(s)  

Signature:  ______________________________ Signature:  ______________________________ 

Printed Name: ______________________________ Printed Name: ______________________________ 

Title: ______________________________ Title: ______________________________ 

Company: ______________________________ Company: ______________________________ 

Date: ______________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

Notarization  

I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that ____________________________________ is/are the person(s) who 
appeared before me, and said person(s) acknowledged that he/she signed this instrument and acknowledged it to be his/her free 
and voluntary act for the uses and purposes mentioned in the instrument. 

Dated: ________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 
Signature of Notary Public  

______________________________________________ 
Printed Name of Notary Public 

My appointment expires __________________ 

(Notary seal or stamp above) 
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Impervious/Hard Surface Worksheet Permit #: 
 

Accepted by: Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

1. Provide your total expected land-disturbing activity: ____________ sq ft 

2. List amounts of all types of impervious or hard surfaces on your parcel. Use the “other” lines for categories not included in table. 

Type of Impervious or Hard Surface Existing  
(sq ft) 

Proposed 
Replaced (sq ft) 

Proposed  
New (sq ft) 

Subtotal of  
New + Replaced 

House + attached garage roof area     

Detached garage + carport roof area:     

Accessory dwelling unit roof area     

Parking area     

Patio     

Driveway     

Sidewalk     

Permeable pavement or vegetated roof (hard surface)     

Other:     

Other:     

Other:     

Other:     

Totals     
 

3. Provide your total expected lot coverage as a percentage of 
your lot: ________%  

Definitions 
“Impervious surface” means a non‐ vegetated surface area that 
either prevents or retards the entry of water into the soil mantle as 
under natural conditions prior to development. A non‐vegetated 
surface area which causes water to run off the surface in greater 
quantities or at an increased rate of flow from the flow present 
under natural conditions prior to development. Common impervious 
surfaces include, but are not limited to rooftops, walkways, patios, 
driveways, parking lots or storage areas, concrete or asphalt paving, 
gravel roads, packen earthen materials, and oiled, macadam or 
other surfaces which similarly impeded the natural flow of 
stormwater. SCC 14.04.020. 

“Hard surface” means an impervious surface, a permeable 
pavement, or a vegetated roof. 

“Land disturbing activity” means any activity that results in a change 
in the existing soil cover (both vegetative and non‐vegetative) 
and/or the existing soil topography. Land disturbing activities 
include, but are not limited to clearing, grading, filling and 
excavation. Compaction that is associated with stabilization of 
structures and road construction shall also be considered land 
disturbing activity. Vegetation maintenance practices, including 
landscape maintenance and gardening, are not considered land 
disturbing activity. Stormwater facility maintenance is not 
considered land disturbing activity if conducted according to 
established standards and procedures. SCC 14.04.020. 

a single-family residence on a lot < 1 acre triggers 
Minimum Requirements 1-9 when this total is 

≥ 4000 sq ft 
or when land-disturbing activity ≥ 14,000 sq ft 

Inside the NPDES Permit Area 

Outside the NPDES Permit Area 

a single-family residence on a lot ≥ 1 acre triggers 
Minimum Requirements 1,2,4,9 when this total is 

≥ 7000 sq ft 
or when land-disturbing activity ≥ 14,000 sq ft 

see the Stormwater Requirements handout for details 
and thresholds for other uses 

Inside the NPDES permit area, complete compliance 
with Ecology’s Stormwater Management Manual, 
including consideration of Low-Impact Development, is 
required. 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
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Site Plan Requirements Checklist Permit #: 
 

Accepted by: Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/planning  

 
See page 2 for examples of how to draw each element. Place a checkmark (or N/A) in the box in the App(licant) column when you 
have placed the element on your site plan. County permit staff will review the same checklist using the PDS column. Staff cannot 
accept applications without each of the required elements.  

PDS App Required Element 
  1. Paper: All site plans must be clearly and accurately drawn on 8½ x 11 (letter) or 11 x 17 (tabloid) paper. If you 

need more space, you may logically divide your site and draw each portion on a different page, or use layers. 
  2. Title block: Applicant’s name, site address, date, and assessor property ID number (P-number) for the subject 

property. 
  3. Scale: Include map scale. Use any appropriate scale, e.g., Scale: 1" = 40'. 
  4. North arrow: Show an arrow indicating the north direction. 
  5. Existing vs Proposed. Clearly differentiate on drawings between existing and new conditions or improvements. 

Use the abbreviation (E) to indicate existing. 
  6. Property boundaries: Show the property lines of all relevant parcels. 
  7. Easements: Show all easements (e.g., utility, drainage, dike, access, railroad). 
  8. Setbacks: Show the distances from all existing and proposed buildings from all property lines with dashed lines 

for setbacks, critical areas, and shorelines. 
  9. Shorelines: If within 200 feet of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM), show the OHWM and setbacks from 

OHWM to all structures, including neighbors’ structures, within 300 feet from both side property lines. If within 
500 feet of a dike or levee, show measurements from the landward toe of the dike to the project. 

  10. Building footprints: Show location and dimensions of all existing and proposed buildings or structures. Identify 
each building by its use (e.g., residence, garage). Show roof overhang lines, decks, porches, and retaining walls. 

  11. Driveway: Show entire length and width of driveway in feet to a public or private road. Show grade of driveway 
in percent of slope. Turnouts are required every 300 feet. To create a turnout, the road must be widened to 20 
feet for a length of 30 feet to allow vehicles to pull over and emergency vehicles to pass. 

  12. Well location and water lines: Show the drinking water supply (existing and proposed, public or individual). 
Show all wells, a 100' radius around each well, public water mains, and water supply pipes to all buildings. 

  13. Septic or sewer: Show method of sewage disposal. For private septic, show existing and proposed tank, drain 
fields, and lines. Tanks must be 5' from the building foundation and 50' from any well. Drain fields must be 10' 
from the building foundation and 100' from any well. For public sewer, show location of sewer main and private 
pipes to buildings. 

  14. Fuel tanks: Show the location of any existing or proposed fuel tank (e.g., propane, fuel oil). 
  15. Slope: Show slope (elevation change) of building site. Use contour lines or arrows to show direction and percent 

(%) of slope(s). Identify any erosion or landslide areas as well as any potential unstable slopes greater than 15%. 
Percentage % of slope = Rise (drop in height) divided by Run (distance) multiplied by 100. 

  16. Stormwater management: Show the location and dimensions of existing and proposed: 

a. infiltration systems; 
b. stormwater ponds; 
c. drainage ditches; 
d. below-grade pipes; 
e. temporary erosion and sediment control techniques; 
f. clearing limits. 

See the Stormwater Management Requirements handout for other requirements. 
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Stormwater Management Requirements 
Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/stormwaterpermitting  

 

When is stormwater management required? 
Skagit County requires stormwater management for any 
“land-disturbing activity” that results in a change in the 
existing soil cover or the existing soil topography.  

Landscape maintenance, gardening, and stormwater facility 
maintenance are not land-disturbing activities. Forest 
practices, commercial agriculture practices, and underground 
utility projects are exempted by SCC 14.32.020(3). 

Application Requirements 
1. Stormwater Site Plan 
When you submit your building permit application, you must 
show all the stormwater features you will construct to 
manage stormwater on your site plan. See the Site Plan 
Requirements handout for details. 

If your project is subject to Minimum Requirement 1, you 
must prepare your site plan consistent with the Stormwater 
Management Manual; see Volume I, Chapter 3 for guidance. 

2. Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
All applications must include a Construction Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (“Construction SWPPP”) to ensure 
that clearing, grading, and other construction doesn’t cause 
erosion and release of sediment into the stormwater system. 
Your permit will require you to follow your Construction SWPPP. 

Most applications may use our Simplified Construction 
SWPPP form. Review the form to see if you qualify, and 
submit the form with your application. If your project does 
not qualify, prepare a Construction SWPPP consistent with 
Stormwater Management Manual Minimum Requirement 2; 
see Volume II, Chapter 3 for guidance. 

Projects that disturb one or more acres must have site 
inspections conducted by a Certified Erosion and Sediment 
Control Lead (CESCL).  

Construction Stormwater General Permit 
Construction site operators are required to be covered by 
Ecology’s Construction Stormwater General Permit if engaged 
in clearing, grading, or excavating activities that disturb one 
or more acres and discharge stormwater to surface waters of 
the state, including a point-source discharge to the County’s 
stormwater system. Smaller sites may also require coverage if 
they are part of a larger common plan of development that 
will ultimately disturb one acre or more. This permit is issued 
by Ecology, and it’s the operator’s responsibility to obtain 
coverage under it. The Construction SWPPP submitted for 
coverage under the Ecology permit can typically also fulfill 
Skagit County’s Construction SWPPP requirement. 
 

Key Concepts 

NPDES Permit Area 
Skagit County is subject to a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit that can result in 
significant penalties upon the County and property owners if 
polluted water is discharged to ditches or streams.  

The NPDES Permit Area (map online) consists of: 

• the Urban Growth Areas; 
• the area between Burlington and Sedro-Woolley; 
• the area generally around Clear Lake and Big Lake; 
• some areas generally west of Riverbend. 

Whether your project is inside or outside the permit area is 
important to determining your stormwater requirements. 

Stormwater Management Manual 
Skagit County has adopted Ecology’s 2012 Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington, as amended 
in December 2014, as the Stormwater Management Manual 
for the entirety of unincorporated Skagit County. The manual, 
which is standardized across most Western Washington 
counties, consists of nine Minimum Requirements (MR), 
described on page 3. See the following pages to determine 
when the Minimum Requirements apply to your project. 

County Stormwater System 
The County’s stormwater system includes all of the natural 
and manmade systems that manage stormwater, including 
streams and creeks and other natural systems, and the 
County’s roadside ditches.  

Nothing but stormwater may enter the stormwater system. 

Basic Rules for Stormwater Management 
All projects must follow these rules: 

• Runoff may not discharge directly onto the surface of a 
public road (nor, usually, into a county road ditch). 

• Runoff and infiltration must be directed away from septic 
drain fields. 

• Runoff from impervious surfaces, roof drains, and yard 
drains must be directed so as not to adversely affect 
adjacent properties. 

• Runoff from development may not cause a significant 
adverse impact to down‐gradient properties. 

• Stormwater discharges to wetlands are allowed only 
consistent with the Stormwater Management Manual. 

Read our “Low-Impact Development Techniques” handout for 
ideas about how to comply with these rules.
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How do you manage stormwater? 
Skagit County’s requirements for managing stormwater depend on (1) whether you are inside or outside the NPDES permit area, (2) what kind of land use you are building, (3) 
how much hard surface you are creating, and (4) how much land disturbing you are doing. 

Project Criteria 

① NPDES Permit Area Inside Outside 

② Land Use 

  

All land uses 

  

All land uses other 
than those at right, 
including commercial, 
industrial, 
multifamily1 

 

• Single-family residence or accessory use 
 on a parcel ≥ 1 acre 

• Agricultural building in Ag-NRL  
• Seasonal roadside stand 
• Road 

 

• Single-family residence or accessory use 
on a parcel < 1 acre 

• Land division into ≤ 4 lots 
• Minor utility development 
• Trail or trailhead 

③ Hard Surface 
④ Land Disturbing Activity 

Follow manual Follow manual < 7,000 sq ft AND 
< 14,000 sq ft 

≥ 7,000 sq ft OR 
≥ 14,000 sq ft 

< 4,000 sq ft AND 
< 14,000 sq ft 

≥ 4,000 sq ft OR 
≥ 14,000 sq ft 

Requirements  

Site Plan See flowchart 2.4.1 See flowchart 2.4.1 Standard Consistent with MR1 Standard Consistent with MR1 

MR2 Construction SWPPP Consistent with MR2 Simplified Simplified Simplified Simplified Simplified 

MR3 Source Control See flowchart 2.4.1 in 
Stormwater 
Management Manual 

See flowchart 2.4.1 in 
Stormwater 
Management Manual 

N/A N/A N/A Yes, but usually N/A 

MR4 Natural Drainage No Yes No Yes 

MR5 Onsite Management No No No Yes 

MR6 Runoff Treatment No No No Yes 

MR7 Flow Control No No No Yes  

MR8 Wetlands 
Protection 

No Yes, but usually N/A No Yes, but usually N/A 

MR9 O&M Only if a stormwater 
facility is installed 

Only if a stormwater 
facility is installed 

No Only if a stormwater 
facility is installed 

LID Required2 Yes, unless infeasible No, but recommended No, but recommended No, but recommended No, but recommended No, but recommended 

Engineer Required Depends on project 
and site conditions 

Depends on project 
and site conditions 

No Only if stormwater is 
concentrated, or 
discharging into 
wetland 

No Simplified 

 

1 Or any project that results in new plus replaced hard surface greater than or equal to 20,000 sq ft, or 1.5 acres of vegetation-to-lawn conversion, or five acres of vegetation-to-pasture conversion. 
2 LID is required for projects in the Special Flood Hazard Area unless infeasible. 
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT MANUAL 

Minimum Requirements 
Ecology’s Stormwater Management Manual consists of nine 
“Minimum Requirements” (MR). See page 2 to determine 
when Skagit County applies the Minimum Requirements to 
your project. 

Stormwater is generated (and requirements are imposed) 
proportionally to how much new + replaced hard surface 
your project creates. Minimize your hard surface area or land 
disturbing activity to reduce your requirements. 

When is each Minimum Requirement applied? 
Some common scenarios are described on the previous page. 
Any project greater than 20,000 sq ft requires full compliance 
with the Stormwater Management Manual. 

Summaries of Minimum Requirements 
See the Stormwater Management Manual (2014) Volume 1 
for complete descriptions of these requirements. 

MR1 and MR2 
The requirements of MR1 (Stormwater Site Plan) and MR2 
(Construction SWPPP) are described on page 1. 

MR3 Source Control 
This MR mainly affects commercial and industrial land uses. 

Source control BMPs are required to prevent stormwater 
from coming into contact with pollutants. Those BMPs, which 
are listed in Volume IV, include Operational BMPs and 
Structural Source Control BMPs. Structural source control 
BMPs should be identified in the stormwater site plan.  

MR4 Preserve Natural Drainage 
Natural drainage patterns must be maintained, and 
discharges from the project site must occur at the natural 
location, to the maximum extent practicable. 

The manner by which runoff is discharged from the project 
site must not cause a significant adverse impact to 
downstream receiving waters and down gradient properties. 
All outfalls require energy dissipation. 

If your project will concentrate runoff, you will probably 
require an engineer to demonstrate compliance with this MR.  

MR5 Onsite Stormwater Management 
This requirement is intended to preserve and utilize natural 
drainage systems to the fullest extent because of the multiple 
stormwater benefits these systems provide; and to prevent 
erosion at and downstream of the discharge location. 

Most projects can comply with this MR by implementing full 
dispersion, a rain garden, or downspout diversion BMPs. 
Most of these stormwater management techniques do not 
require an engineer. 

MR6 Runoff Treatment 
This MR mainly applies when parking areas are 5000 sq ft or 
greater, or lawns of 5000 sq ft or greater do not allow 
infiltration.  

The purpose of runoff treatment is to reduce pollutant loads 
and concentrations in stormwater runoff using physical, 
biological, and chemical removal mechanisms so that 
beneficial uses of receiving waters are maintained and, where 
applicable, restored. When site conditions are appropriate, 
infiltration can potentially be the most effective BMP for 
runoff treatment. Otherwise, an engineered stormwater 
facility will likely be required. 

MR7 Flow Control 
This MR only applies to projects that discharge stormwater 
directly, or indirectly through a conveyance system, to a fresh 
waterbody. 

Projects provide flow control to reduce the impacts of 
stormwater runoff from hard surfaces and land cover 
conversions. An engineer is likely required to demonstrate 
compliance with this MR. 

MR8 Wetlands Protection 
This MR applies only to stormwater discharges to wetlands, 
either directly, or indirectly through a conveyance system. 

Wetlands are intended to receive the same level of 
protection as any other waters of the state. While it is always 
necessary to pre-treat stormwater prior to discharge to a 
wetland, wetlands may sometimes be used for additional 
stormwater treatment and detention. An engineer will be 
required to demonstrate compliance. 

MR9 Operation & Maintenance 
This MR applies only if you are installing permanent 
stormwater facilities. Inadequate maintenance is a common 
cause of failure for stormwater facilities. You must prepare a 
maintenance manual including the maintenance schedules 
for each BMP. Volume V, Section 4.6 includes a schedule of 
maintenance standards for drainage facilities. 

When do you need an engineer for stormwater? 
You need an engineer anytime “engineering” is required, or 
when your application includes:  

• construction of a stormwater facility (other than rain 
gardens or dispersion systems) required by MR 5-7; 

• land‐disturbing activity ≥ 1 acre; 
• grading ≥ 500 cu yards; or 
• any improvements within County right of way for which 

the County will ultimately assume responsibility for 
maintenance. 

Stormwater Management Requirements updated 01/04/2016 page 3 of 3 
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https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/parts/1410055part6.pdf
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Simplified Construction SWPPP Permit #: 

Planning & Development Services · 1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon WA 98273 
voice 360-416-1320 · inspections 360-416-1330 · www.skagitcounty.net/stormwaterpermitting 

 

Instructions: This is a template for a simplified Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (“Construction SWPPP”). You 
should include your Construction SWPPP in your contract with your builder. A copy of the Construction SWPPP must be located on 
the construction site or within reasonable access to the site for construction and inspection personnel at all times. 

Select “yes” or “no” for each question below. If any answer is “yes,” the project does not qualify to use this simplified Construction 
SWPPP without an engineer’s certification. 

Yes No Criteria 

  This project is partially or completely within the County’s NPDES Permit Area boundary. 

  This project requires coverage under the Ecology Construction General NPDES Permit. (Submit your Construction 
SWPPP for the Ecology permit instead.) 

  This project requires an engineer under the Stormwater Management Manual for calculations or for design of 
stormwater facilities. 

  This project results in land‐disturbing activity ≥ 1 acre. 

  This project includes grading ≥ 500 cu yards. 

  This project will adversely impact a wetland, stream, or water of the state; or change a natural drainage course. 

General Information 
Project Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Project Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Project description. Describe the nature and purpose of the construction project. Include the total size of the area, any increase in 
existing impervious area; the total area expected to be disturbed by clearing, grading, excavation or other construction activities, 
including off-site borrow and fill areas; and the volumes of grading cut and fill that are proposed.  
 
 
 

Site Conditions 
Adjacent Areas. Describe adjacent areas, including streams, lakes, wetlands, residential areas, and roads that might be affected by 
the construction project. Describe how upstream drainage areas may affect the site. Provide a description of the upstream drainage 
leading to the site and the downstream drainage leading from the site to the receiving body of water. 

 

 

 

Critical areas. Describe areas on or adjacent to the site that are classified as critical areas, including any critical areas that receive 
runoff from the site up to ¼ mile away: 

 

 

 

Soils. Describe the soil on the site, giving such information as soil names, mapping unit, erodibility, settleability, permeability, depth, 
depth to ground water, texture, and soil structure: 

 

 

 

http://www.skagitcounty.net/stormwaterpermitting
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Erosion. Describe any potential erosion problems: 

 
 
 
Construction Schedule and phasing. Describe the construction schedule. If the schedule extends into the wet season, describe what 
activities will continue during the wet season and how the transport of sediment from the construction site to receiving waters will 
be prevented. Describe the intended sequence and timing of construction activities and any proposed construction phasing.  

 

 

 

Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead. Projects that disturb one or more acres must have site inspections conducted by a 
Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead (CESCL). Provide their name and contact information, if available: 

 

 

 

Drawings 

☐ Attach a copy of your site plan submitted with your building/grading permit application. Identify how and where the runoff from 
all impervious surfaces is being directed, including items such as downspouts with splash blocks, perforated drains, infiltration 
trenches, energy dissipation system, etc. 

Required Elements 

Best Management Practices (“BMPs”) 

This plan prescribes certain BMPs from the Stormwater Management Manual. A detailed description of each BMP is available at 
www.skagitcounty.net/stormwaterpermitting. 

Element 1: Preserve Vegetation/Mark Clearing Limits 

Prior to land disturbing activities, including clearing and grading, clearly mark all clearing limits, sensitive areas and their buffers, and 
trees that are to be preserved within the construction area, both in the field and on the plans, to prevent damage and offsite impacts. 

☐ To preserve native vegetation, the project will use the following BMPs: ☐ C101 Preserving Natural Vegetation, ☐ C102 Buffer 
Zones. 

☐ To clearly show the limits of disturbance, the perimeter of the area to be cleared will be marked prior to clearing operation with 

the following BMPs as shown in the site plan: ☐ C103 High Visibility Plastic or Metal Fence, ☐ C104 Stake and Wire Fence. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because: 

☐ the entire site is already cleared and no clearing will take place related to this permit. 

☐  the site was cleared as part of clearing activity that is subject to an enforcement action and is revegetated. Restoration may 
be necessary to comply with Critical Area Regulations or NPDES requirements. BMP C102 may apply if Critical Areas exist 
on-site and buffer zones must be protected. 

☐ other reason: 

Element 2: Establish Construction Access 

Construction vehicles can damage or compact soils, create sediment pollution, or track sediment onto public roads. 

☐ A stabilized construction entrance will be installed prior to any vehicles entering the site, at the location shown on the site plan, 

using the following BMPs: ☐ C105 Stabilized Construction Entrance, ☐ C107 Construction Road/Parking Area Stabilization 

☐ The driveway to the construction area already exists and will be used for construction access. All equipment and vehicles will be 
restricted to staying on that existing impervious surface. 

☐ Other:  

http://www.skagitcounty.net/stormwaterpermitting
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Element 3: Control Flow Rates 

Stormwater on a cleared site can create significant flows that can damage downstream properties. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because the project will not result in increased stormwater runoff velocity or peak 
volumetric flow rate during construction. 

☐ Flow rates will be controlled by using SWPPP Element 4 sediment controls and BMP T.5.13 Amended Soils if necessary. 

☐ Permanent infiltration facilities included in the project will be protected from siltation and vehicle traffic during construction. 

Element 4: Install Sediment Controls 

When land is devegetated, stormwater can pick up sediment, a pollutant. BMPs can prevent sediment from leaving the site.  

☐ Sediment will be controlled on-site by placement of the following BMPs at the locations shown on the site plan: ☐ C233 Silt 

Fence, ☐C235 Straw Wattles, ☐ C231 Brush Barrier, ☐ C232 Gravel Filter Berm, ☐ C234 Vegetated Strip,  
Other:  
 
Note that C230 Straw Bale Barrier is no longer an approved BMP. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because ☐the site has already been stabilized and revegetated. 

Element 5: Stabilize Soils 

Leaving soils devegetated or exposed needlessly creates erosion and sediment problems. 

☐ All exposed soils will be stabilized with either vegetation, mat coverings, mulching or in those areas to be paved, a compacted 
base material. No soils will be exposed for more than two days from October 1 to April 30 and no longer than seven days the 
rest of the year. Soil excavated for the foundation will be backfilled against the foundation and graded to drain away from the 
building. Once the disturbed landscape areas are graded, the grass areas will be seeded or sodded. All stockpiles will be covered 
with plastic or burlap if left unworked. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because: 

Element 6: Protect Slopes 

Slopes can be especially vulnerable to erosion, but BMPs can mitigate sediment problems. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because: ☐ There will be no cut slopes over 4 feet high or slopes steeper than 2 feet 
horizontal to 1 foot vertical, and no fill slopes over 4 feet high will exceed 3 feet horizontal to 1 foot vertical. Therefore, there is 

no requirement for additional engineered slope protection. ☐ Other reason: 

☐ Slopes will be protected with the following BMPs: ☐ C120 Temporary and Permanent Seeding, ☐ C121 Mulching, ☐ C208 
Triangular Silt Dike (Geotextile‐Encased Check Dam). 

Element 7: Protect Drain Inlets 

Storm drains are designed to collect and transport clean stormwater, not water polluted with sediment. Storm drain inlets must be 
protected so that runoff does not enter the stormwater system without first being filtered or treated to remove sediment. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because: 

☐ The site is in a rural area with an open ditch in the county right-of-way or private road right-of-way. 

☐ There are no catch basins on or near the site. 

☐ Catch basins on the site or immediately off site in the right-of-way are shown on the site plan. Storm drain inlet protection will 
be installed before construction consistent with BMP C220 Storm Drain Inlet Protection. 

Element 8: Stabilize Channels and Outlets 

Stormwater channels and outlets can themselves erode unless stabilized with rock or other armoring. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because construction will occur during the dry weather. No storm drainage channels 
or ditches will be constructed.  

☐ Channels and outlets will be stabilized using the following BMPs: ☐ C202 Channel Lining, ☐ C235 Straw Wattles, ☐ C209 Outlet 
Protection 
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Element 9: Control Pollutants 

Waste materials, demolition debris, and other pollutants that occur onsite during construction can contaminate the stormwater 
system unless managed. Cement and related products can modify the pH of stormwater. 

☒ Any concrete work will follow BMP C151 Concrete Handling. 

☐ Any and all pollutants, chemicals, liquid products, and other materials that have the potential to pose a threat to human health 
or the environment will be covered, contained, and protected from vandalism. All such products will be kept under cover in a 
secure location on-site.  

The following BMPs will also be used: 

☐ C152 Sawcutting and Surfacing Pollution Prevention 

☐ C153 Material Storage, Delivery, and Containment 

Element 10: Control De-Watering 

De-watering water extracted from foundations, vaults, or trenches, has similar characteristics to stormwater runoff at the site and 
can cause the same impacts unless properly managed.  

☐ This element does not apply to this project because no dewatering of the site is anticipated. 

☐ This project will separate contaminated de-watering water from stormwater in the following way: ___________________ 

☐ This project will use BMP C220 Storm Drain Inlet Protection. 

Element 11: Maintain BMPs 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are activities, protective measures, and maintenance procedures that, when used singly or in 
combination, prevent or reduce the impacts of erosion and sediment transport.  

☐  All temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control BMPs must be maintained and repaired as needed to assure 
continued performance of their intended function. Sediment control BMPs must be inspected weekly or after a runoff-
producing storm event during the dry season and daily during the wet season.  

☐  All temporary erosion and sediment control BMPs will be removed within 30 days after the County determines that the site is 
stabilized or after the temporary BMPs are no longer needed. Trapped sediment will be removed or stabilized on site. Disturbed 
soil areas resulting from removal of BMPs or vegetation will be permanently stabilized. 

Element 12: Manage the Project 

Phasing a project, especially when revegetation occurs as part of each phase, can help prevent the transport of sediment from the site. 

☐ This Construction SWPPP will be fully implemented at all times and modified and approved whenever there is a change in 
design, construction, operation, or maintenance at the construction site that has or could have a significant effect on the 
discharge of pollutants to waters of the state. 

Element 13: Protect Low-Impact Development BMPs 

Low-Impact Development techniques can be damaged if they are compacted or accumulate sediment during construction. 

☐ This element does not apply to this project because there are no Low-Impact Development BMPs planned. 

☐ Erosion and sediment control BMPs will be installed on portions of the site that drain into any Bioretention or Rain Garden 
BMPs. 

☐ Construction equipment and foot traffic will be excluded from the Bioretention or Rain Garden BMPs. 

☐ If Bioretention or Rain Garden BMPs accumulate sediment during construction, they will be restored by removal of sediment 
and any sediment-laden Bioretention/rain garden soils, and replacing the removed soils with soils meeting the design 
specification. 

☐ Control erosion and avoid introducing sediment from surrounding land uses onto permeable pavements. Do not allow muddy 
construction equipment on the base material or pavement. Do not allow sediment-laden runoff onto permeable pavements or 
base materials. Pavements fouled with sediments or no longer passing an initial infiltration test must be cleaned using 
procedures from the local stormwater manual or the manufacturer’s procedures. 
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2012 Washington State Energy Code 

 
 

This worksheet is intended to assist you in deciding which methods of construction will be used to meet the 
requirements of the Washington State Energy Code.  After completing this form, please add all relevant 
information to your construction plans.  
 
PART 1 
 
Whole-House Ventilation: Select one of the following methods. 
 

___A. Fresh air will be circulated by the central forced air furnace. The furnace must have a fresh air 
intake duct and the blower must be activated by a timer to circulate air a total of 8 hours daily.   

 
___B. Fresh air will be supplied by wall or window vent ports in each bedroom, kitchen, living room and 

other habitable rooms along with a whole-house exhaust fan. The exhaust fan, which usually 
does double duty as a laundry or bathroom fan, and must be controlled by a timer set to operate 
according to the fan sizes and time schedules below. The table below assumes a residence of 
3000 square feet or less.  

 
                           Continuous operation                 12 hours per day            
1 bedroom                  45 cfm                        90 cfm                                       

 2 - 3 bedrooms          60 cfm                  120 cfm                              
 4 - 5 bedrooms          75 cfm                        150 cfm                              

 
___C. A heat-recovery ventilation system with minimum CFM flow rates as shown in option B. 
 

PART 2  
Insulation and Windows:  
 

  Framing       Glazing %     U-factor     Ceiling       Vaulted      Walls      Floor      Slab 
 

 2x6 construction*  unlimited 0.30     R-49**  R-38     R-21       R-30      R-10  
 

*  If you intend to use 2x4 construction, R-5 foam insulation must be used on the exterior of the wall, in addition to 
R-15 wall cavity insulation. 
 
**   R-38 insulation may be used with advanced framing, meaning that elevated trusses or rafters must be used so 
that the full R-38 insulation will extend to the outside of the top plate of the wall. 
 

PART 3  

Air Leakage: The building envelope must limit air leakage rate to not exceed 5 air changes per hour (ACH). A 
blower door test will be required. Calculate your maximum allowed rate by using the following: 

[Building volume (cubic ft.) X 5 (ACH)] / 60 minutes = maximum cfm rate during blower door test   

[________________ cu. ft. X 5) / 60] = _____________ maximum cfm rate during blower door test   
         

 

 
  Residential Energy Code In Skagit County 
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For more information contact: 
Skagit County Planning & Development Services 

1800 Continental Place · Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

(360) 416-1320 · Fax (360) 416-1340 · web site address:  www.skagitcounty.net 

 

 
 

ENERGY CODE CHECKLIST 
 

Section 502.4.5 of the Energy Code requires that the building envelope be tested (normally 
referred to as a “blower door test”) to determine that air leakage is within acceptable levels.  A 
leakage of .00030 SLA measured at 50 pascals is considered acceptable.  Sealing of doors, 
windows, ducts or registers is not allowed during testing. 
 
Section 503.10.2 requires leakage testing of the mechanical ducts to insure that the ducts are 
sealed.  Testing may occur at rough-in or post-construction.  Testing must comply with standard 
RS-33.  Individuals performing the test must be approved or certified by the Washington State 
University Energy Office or approved other agency. 
 
Section 505.1 requires that 75% of all luminaires (lights and lamps) be high efficiency. 
 
Section 105.4 requires that a certificate be posted within three feet of the electrical panel, 
completed by the builder or design professional, and include the following information.  R-values 
for ceiling, walls, floors, foundation, U-factors for windows, the type and efficiency of 
heating/cooling equipment, duct leakage rates from the duct testing, and the air leakage rates 
from the blower door testing.  A certificate will be provided for your use at time of permit issuance. 
 
Other Energy Code items to check or be aware of include the following. 

 
___     6 mil black polyethylene covers the crawlspace area. 
 
___     Water lines in unheated areas are insulated. 
 
___  Heat ducts are insulated to R-8 and exhaust ducts are insulated to R-4. 
 
___ Whole house fan, if required, with a sone rating of 1.5 or less is installed, with timer or 

dehumidistat. 
 
___      Exterior doors are weather stripped. 
 
___  Baffles to maintain vent openings in ceiling are properly installed. 
 
___  Insulation is installed behind partitions and in corners; fitted around wiring and pipes. 
 
___    Insulation is installed behind bathtubs and showers. 
 
___  Openings around interior plumbing pipes in exterior walls are sealed. 
 
___      Furnace is the correct size. 
 
___ Fresh air system is installed, connected to the cold air return within four feet of the air 

handling unit. 
 
___    Interior doors are undercut to allow air movement. 
 
___ Exhaust fans terminate outside the building. 
 
___ Showers and lavatories have 3 gpm flow limiters.  
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Schedule of Impact Fees 
Skagit County Ordinance O20160010 
adopted December 19, 2016 

This schedule of impact fees is effective on the date of adoption of the ordinance and replaces all 
previously adopted impact fees. Applicants must pay adopted impact fees at the time required by 
code; applications do not vest to previously adopted impact fee schedules. 

Per SCC 14.30, the County can collect impact fees on behalf of any district (including a city or town 
within their municipal UGAs) only if that district’s Capital Facilities Plan is incorporated by 
reference into the County’s Capital Facilities Plan. The County will stop collecting impact fees at the 
end of the last year of the district’s latest Capital Facilities Plan incorporated by reference into the 
County’s comprehensive plan. 

District  
(including city or town) Type 

Residential (per unit) 
Commercial/ 
Non-Residential 

Collection 
Expires Single-

Family 
Multi-
Family 

Mount Vernon School 
District 

school $6,658 $875 n/a 2020 

Sedro-Woolley School 
District 

school $1,678 $847 n/a 2020 

City of Mount Vernon (UGA) parks $855 $789 n/a 2022 

streets See attached schedule for all MV traffic impact fees. 2022 

City of Sedro-Woolley (UGA) parks $1500 per 
unit 

$1500 
per unit n/a 2022 

 streets See attached map and 
rate schedule for 

residential impact fees. 

See attached map and 
rate schedule for non-

residential impact fees. 

2022 

 
Administration fee: Per SCC 14.30.020, the County may also collect an administration fee 
whenever impact fees are required. The County’s collection of an administration fee, pursuant to 
SCC 14.30.020, is in addition to any impact fees collected for a district. The County will not collect a 
district’s own administration fees. 

The administration fee is: 

(a) for residential development: $35 per dwelling unit; 

(b) for non-residential development: 1% of the impact fee or $35, whichever is more. 

http://www.skagitcounty.net/cfp
http://www.skagitcounty.net/cfp
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