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March 16, 2009

To the Skagit County and the City of Mount Vernon,

On behalf of the Dike and Britt Road Landowners Association, I, Josh Axthelm,
respectfully submit the Jollowing comments:

The City of Mount Vernon, in the latest amendment to the Comprehensive Plan dated
2008, has referred to the Dike. the land between the Dike and the Skagit River. and the
Britt Slough in South Mount Vernon as Proposed Open Space/Public Access Trails. (See
attached map from the City of Mount Vemon Comprehensive Plan: exhibit “AL/AY)

Skagit County, has made proposals and land use changes in the new “Urban Growth Area
Open Space Plan” This proposal calls for “Open Space™ between the Dike and the Skagit
River and along Britt Slough. use of the Dike as a Public Pathway, addition of the land on
the river side of the Dike and on both sides of the Britt Slough into the “Urban Growth
Area”, and including the land on the river side of the Dike and on both sides of the Britt
Slough (both currently zoned AGNRL) also in the “Open Space Designation” (See
Attached map from Skagit County “Urban Growth Area Open Space Plan”; exhibit “B”)

Our Comments to these designations in the proposed Skagit County “Urban
Growth Area Open Space Plan” and the Mount Vernon City “Comprehensive Plan”
are as follows:

1. The land between the Dike road and the river, including the dike itself is wel]
outside of the City of Mount Vernon and is not legally part of the “Urban Growth
Area” of Mount Vernon. We understand that the City wishes to plan for the
future but proper procedure needs to be followed and property owners have
legally protected rights. Proper notification to the Property owners was not given
that the boundary was changed or proposed as such. All references to the land in
question needs to be removed from the Mount Vernon Comprehensive Plan,

2. The references to Dike, between the Dike and the river, and the Britt Slough as
Public Access. Open Space, and Public Pathway should be removed. A Public
Trail System and Public Parks would be very desirable to city residents. However
these designations are reserved for public corridors and public owned land. The
land referred to is privately owned land. The Dike and the Britt Slough are owned
by the adjacent land owner with an easement to specific entities for maintenance
only. It is not a Public Access Easement. Referring to the Dike and Rritt Slough
has already affected the current landowners. Many of the properties have no
trespassing signs posted. Some have gates on top of the Dike blocking passage as
is legally allowed and is the landowners right. Increasingly the public has ignored
the signs and climbed over the fences onto and through private land. Comments
have been heard by those using the dike that do not understand or respect that it is
not public property. Likewise, the Land owner is liable for injury on the private
land.



3. The Reference to the land between the Dike and the Skagit River. and the land on
either side of the Britt Slough as "Open Space™ needs to be reviewed. The current
Designation of the land as AGNRL (Agricultural Natural resource land) protects
the land and its current uses. Additionally designating the land also under "Open

Space”™ may add additional restrictions and possible expenses through taxing.

Currently the land in most cases is being used for hav and for minor recreational

use by the current land owners. Open space allows the uses but puts “Public
Area/Public Access™ under the umbrella. This designation will increase the

confusion by the General Public that this is land available for their use, which it is

not.

The Dike Road Landowners Association has retained an attorney to provide future
representation, if needs be, on our behalf,

Please hold to your responsibility to protect private land owner rights. A signed list

of the affected land owners is attached. (See Attached signed list(s); exhibit “C™)

Sincerel fj
AP V-

Josh Axthe
Dike and Britt Road Landowners Association

Cc:

Mayor Bud Norris, City of Mount Vernon

Mount Vernon City Council Members ‘

Mount Vernon Community and Economic Development

Skagit County Commissioners

Skagit County Planning and Development

Jeroldine Hallberg, Skagit County Planning

Alden Axthelm. Dike and Britt Road Landowners Association Secretary
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Signatures supporting this document/letter: Signed Date:
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Signatures supporting this document/letter:
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