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Public Comments on Climate Element

Count Last Name First Name Organization/ Address Comment Date
Method Received
Puget Sound Energy
1110 Kentucky Street
1 Hagin Emily Bellingham, WA 98229 Email 06/26/2024
4824 New Woods Place
2 Stamm Joan Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 06/26/2024
14786 Entner Lane
3 Careret Betty Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 06/28/2024
4 Doran Molly Skagit Land Trust Email 07/12/2024
1121 East Orange Avenue
5 Bridgman Peggy Burlington, WA Email 09/27/2024
74 Hoh Place
6 Shimeall Nancy La Conner, WA 98257 Email 10/01/2024
22342 Shady Lane
7 Moore Virginia Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 10/22/2024
708 S 4th Street
8 Cross Joan La Conner, WA 98257 Email 10/28/2024
74 Hoh Place
9 Shimeall Nancy La Conner, WA 98257 Email 10/30/2024
10 Olson Craig Email 11/01/2024
11 Gregory William Sedro-Woolley Email 11/02/2024
3124 Dakota Drive
12 Dix Teresa Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/03/2024
13 McJunkin Lin Conway Email 11/05/2024
14 Roberts Sarah Anacortes Email 11/09/2024
Mary & 201 S 7th St
15 Holder Phillip Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/09/2024
16 Link Virgene Email 11/09/2024
17 Cross Ellie Mount Vernon Email 11/10/2024
1004 Commercial Ave
#1021
18 Hostler Bob & Ann Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/11/2024
19 Gleason Mary Email 11/11/2024
Brown 204 South 5th Street
20 Randles Melinda Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/12/2024
1616 Georgia Place
21 Katz Aaron Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/13/2024




1223 S 11th Street

22 Agler Leigh Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/13/2024
23 Natalie Niblack Email 11/13/2024
3309 Erika Lane
24 Studley Diane Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/13/2024
3124 Dakota Drive
25 Dix Teresa Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/14/2024
3124 Dakota Drive
26 DiLabio Gena Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/14/2024
3509 D Avenue #F3
27 King Marina Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/14/2024
14451 Ashley Place
28 Gastellum Carolyn Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/14/2024
29 Hansen Ken Email 10/25/2024
30 Hughes Michael Ag Advisory Board Email 11/15/2024
31 Chamberlain Marylee La Conner Email 11/16/2024
32 Shafansky Paula Email 11/16/2024
33 Chamberlain Marylee La Conner Email 11/17/2024
Shannon & Colleen & 27626 65th Lane NW
34 Osmundson Jeff Stanwood, WA 98292 Email 11/17/2024
1806 Cascade Vista
35 Ratermann Peggy (Mary) Burlington, WA 98233 Email 11/17/2024
2017 Continental PL, Suite
4
36 Friebel Jenna Mount Vernon, WA 98293 Email 11/18/2024
37 Raymond Bob 608 S 2nd Street Email 11/18/2024
610 Longview Avenue
Anacortes, Washington
38 Sidbury Anne 98221 Email 11/18/2024
Ingrid & 22128 SR9
39 Hinton Charles Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/18/2024
217 E Division St
40 Erbstoeszer Marie Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/18/2024
13033 Sunrise Drive
41 Farrar Judy Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/18/2024
42 Karp Merna Burlington Email 11/18/2024
20757 Anderson Road
43 Faxon Beverly Burlington, WA 98233 Email 11/18/2024
74 Hoh Place
44 Shimeall Nancy La Conner, WA 98257 Email 11/18/2024
Aimee &
45 Levens Daniel Mount Vernon Email 11/18/2024
Harold & 2500 S. 18th St.
46 Lee Hella Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/18/2024




14830 Baker Heights

Road
47 Zak Alison Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/19/2024
5162 West Shore Road
48 Ullman Carl Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/19/2024
4914 New Woods Place
49 Hopkins Lisa Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/19/2024
16703 Beaver Marsh R.
50 Epstein Heidi Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/20/2024
22953 Bumblebee Lane
51 McKay Eiren Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/20/2024
12694 Josh Wilson Rd
52 Middleton Anne & Jack Mount Vernon, WA Email 11/20/2024
1504 Alpine View PL
53 Baker Judy Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/20/2024
Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community; Department
54 Spore Heather of Environmental Policy | Email/letter | 11/21/2024
Skagit County Forest
55 Hillery Jamie Advisory Board Email 11/21/2024
24307 Lee Rd.
56 Pietrone Alison Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/21/2024
PO Box 2112
57 Jann Elizabeth Mount Vernon, WA. 98273 Email 11/21/2024
58 Indivisible Skagit Mail 11/22/2024
Skagit Audubon Society
PO Box 1101
59 Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Mail 11/22/2024
701 Whatcom St., PO Box
60 Nelson Terry 100, La Conner, WA Email 11/21/2024
22303 Little Mountain
Road
61 Chilcote Judith Mount Vernon, WA 98274 Email 11/21/2024
The Western States
Petroleum Association;
62 Steele Sophia Northwest Region Email 11/21/2024
1434 S. 12th St.
63 Rose Valerie Mt. Vernon WA 98274 Email 11/22/2024
64 Ury Eddy RE Sources Email 11/22/2024
PO Box 586, Conway WA
65 Winkes Anne 98238-0586 Email 11/22/2024
16465 Dragonfly Lane
66 Brooking Ann Bow, WA 98232 Email 11/22/2024
703 St. Marys Drive
67 Pedersen Sarah Anacortes WA 98221 Email 11/22/2024
426 Tristan Place
68 Ellis Lisa Mount Vernon, WA Email 11/22/2024




Katherine

17622 Greenacres Rd.

69 Selting Smith Elaine Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
70 Loring Kyle Evergreen Islands Email/letter | 11/22/2024
Indivisible Skagit
71 Cunningham Brenda Support Team Email 11/22/2024
Skagit Audubon Society -
72 Day John Skagit Audubon Board Email 11/22/2024
Guemes Island Planning
73 Malley Kathy Advisory Committee Email 11/22/2024
15407 Colony Road
74 Hite Emma Bow, WA 98232 Email 11/22/2024
429 Cayuse Place
75 Siniscal Joyce La Conner WA 98257 Email 11/22/2024
6790 San Juan Hill Lane
76 Skinner Ann Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/22/2024
Durand 21072 Mann Road
77 Robblee Nancy Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
78 Doran Mollly Skagit Land Trust Email 11/22/2024
811 W Hazel St, Mount
79 Burnham Elma Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
1029 E. Orange Ave
80 Hitchko E. Bruce Burlington, WA 98233 Email 11/22/2024
17978 McLean Road
81 Philbrick Annie Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
82 Lindsay Ron Anacortes, WA Email 11/22/2024
1303 26th St.
83 Roberts Sarah Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/22/2024
Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Region 4, Habitat
84 Stapleton Timothy Program Email/letter | 11/22/2024
414 Park Street, Mount
85 Diephuis Liam Vernon, WA Email 11/22/2024
6368 Erwin Lane
86 Day John Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 Email 11/22/2024
13033 Sunrise Dr.
87 Knudsen E. Eric Mount vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
726 N 14th Street
88 Gardiner Karen Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
6368 Erwin Ln
89 Bray Martha Sedro Woolley, WA Email 11/22/2024
Good Skagitonians for the
90 Rubenstein Kim Preservation of Farmland letter 11/25/2024
1303 26th St.
83 Roberts Sarah Anacortes, WA 98221 Email 11/22/2024
Washington Department
84 Stapleton Timothy of Fish and Wildlife Email/letter | 11/22/2024




Region 4, Habitat

Program
414 Park Street, Mount

85 Diephuis Liam Vernon, WA Email 11/22/2024
6368 Erwin Lane

86 Day John Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 Email 11/22/2024
13033 Sunrise Dr.

87 Knudsen E. Eric Mount vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024
726 N 14th Street

88 Gardiner Karen Mount Vernon, WA 98273 Email 11/22/2024

6368 Erwin Ln
89 Bray Martha Sedro Woolley, WA Email 11/22/2024
Good Skagitonians for the
90 Rubenstein Kim Preservation of Farmland letter 11/25/2024




Climate Comment #1
Tara Satushek

From: PDS comments

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2024 11:50 AM

To: Tara Satushek; Robby Eckroth

Subject: FW: Skagit County Comprehensive Update
Attachments: PSE Comp Plan Language Comments April 2024.xIsx

From: Hagin, Emily <Emily.Hagin@pse.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2024 11:48 AM

To: Jack Moore <jrmoore@co.skagit.wa.us>; PDS comments <pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us>
Cc: Heinrich, Brian <Brian.Heinrich@pse.com>

Subject: Skagit County Comprehensive Update

Dear Jack Moore,

On behalf of Puget Sound Energy (PSE), | am reaching out to convey our thoughts for your consideration as
part of the periodic update to the comprehensive plan and development regulations under the Revised Code
of Washington (RCW), specifically Chapters 36.70A and 43.21C.

The attached spreadsheet contains suggested language as it relates to customer programs and our shared
climate goals. In the attached, you will find 7 tabs grouped by category.

At PSE, we recognize that climate change is one of the biggest existential threats facing our planet today. As
one of the largest producers of renewable energy in the Pacific Northwest, PSE has been an early leader in
addressing climate change and investing billions in renewable resources and energy efficiency for homes and
businesses. Now, PSE is on the path to meet the current and future needs of its customers and to deliver on
the requirements to decarbonize operations and serve its customers and communities equitably. This
transition is unprecedented in terms of the magnitude of the change and the accelerated time frame in which
it must be achieved. By working together, we can successfully drive towards our shared clean energy goals.

PSE looks forward to providing input as the comprehensive plan items are discussed in more detail. Together,
we can reduce emissions and keep energy safe, reliable, and affordable.

Thank you,

Emily Hagin

Sr. Municipal Liaison Manager — (Whatcom/Skagit)
1110 Kentucky Street

Bellingham, WA 98229

Phone: 360-319-6424

®


Climate Comment #1


Wildfire Preparedness

PSE Program Model Comp Plan Language
Wildfire Mitigation

Situational Awareness: PSE evaluates the condition of the
electric system, as well as the environment around it, using real-
time weather data, wildfire risk modeling and pre-wildfire
season inspections.

Strengthening the electric system: PSE regularly maintains and
updates the electric system to provide safe and reliable power
to our customers. In areas of high wildfire risk, we identify
maintenance and improvement activities that will further
reduce the risk of wildfire, including vegetation management,
equipment upgrades, and in some cases, moving power lines

underground. Support PSE’s wildfire mitigation efforts including electric system upgrades, year-

) ' o round vegetation management, and fire weather operational procedures. Work
Operational Procedures: During wildfire season, PSE may closely with utilities and local fire departments to lessen the risk and impact of

change some device settings or implement operational wildfires.

procedures to reduce the risk of wildfire. In the future, PSE may
proactively turn off power during high wildfire risk conditions to
help prevent wildfires. This is called a Public Safety Power
Shutoff (PSPS) .

Emergency Response: During an emergency, including an active
wildfire, PSE will coordinate with local emergency officials and
may implement emergency response procedures. This may
include turning off power at the request of emergency officials
for public and first responder safety.



Gas Conservation & Decarbonization

PSE Program Model Comp Plan Language

Gas Decarbonization

Renewable Natural Gas Production

e . . . Evaluate the potential for renewable, recoverable natural gas in exisiting systems.
Utilizing wastewater facility, landfill, or similar system.



June 26, 2024 Climate Comment # 2

To:  Tara Satushek and Robby Eckroth

From: Joan D. Stamm
4824 New Woods Pl.
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Re: Skagit County’s 2025 Comprehensive Plan
Dear Tara and Robby,

Thank you for hosting tonight’s community meeting in Sedro Woolley. I learned a lot
about various community needs and issues.

Although I attended to specifically address preserving the Eaglemont Golf Course land as
a pristine wilderness and wildlife corridor, I now understand that I need to take my
concerns primarily to the City of Mount Vernon. However, since the Eaglemont lands
border unincorporated County lands, including the Eaglemont land, county involvement
in including these lands into your Open Space Plans would seem to be relevant. Please
consider.

As a member of the Skagit Land Trust, the Washington Native Plant Society, the Xerces
Society and a working member of Skagit Master Gardeners, I would like to see a more
sustainable and ecologically balanced approach to all land in Skagit County. Some ideas
include:

1. Incentivizing homeowners to remove all or some of their turf lawn (as some
counties already do) to be planted with native trees, shrubs and wildflowers. This
would provide more wildlife habitat, sequester more carbon, encourage
pollinators, contribute to biodiversity and address water conservation.

2. Encourage public schools, community centers, government buildings, and
libraries to plant trees and native plants, to install solar panels and to compost
food and yard waste.

3. Preserve open spaces, forests, meadows, and farmland for future generations.

4. Incentivize buying electric powered lawn mowers and leaf blowers to reduce
carbon emissions, or switching, where feasible, to rakes, brooms & push mowers.

5. Reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides, herbicides and insecticides on County
controlled land in order to preserve pollinators and to reduce air and water
contamination.

The County has great potential in reducing carbon emissions, water and air pollution,
habitat loss, and species extinction. Government regulations are needed to create a
healthier ecosystem. I hope you will use your power and influence to do just that.

Best regards,

Joan D. Stamm
jstamm@seanet.com

This file has been converted from its original format for security purposes. Please use C5E4638559B7E as a reference.


Climate Comment # 2


Tara Satushek Climate Comment #3

From: Betty Carteret <sydster2@outlook.com>

Sent: Friday, June 28, 2024 12:30 PM

To: Robby Eckroth; Tara Satushek

Cc: Skagit CCL Gmail Account (skagitccl@gmail.com)
Subject: Feedback on Comp Plan Meeting July 26th.
Attachments: GMA Comments 2.docx; GMA Mtg Comments 1.docx

Tara and Robby,

| was very nice meeting you at the Comprehensive Plan meeting in Sedro Woolley. | was the one with the typed
comments on the shipping labels that | left with Robby (that | have attached again here). As a little background, |
am a mechanical engineer retired from the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in the Tri Cities. Since retiring in
2005, I have been focused on climate change education and outreach and have taught classes and give countless
presentations in the area on climate change and the transition to clean energy and electrification.

| am currently the lead for the Skagit Chapter of Citizens Climate Education, a national organization with over 500
chapters in the US. We have a small, active chapter of people working on climate change outreach in Skagit
County that is solutions oriented. | am personally working on educating people about building efficiency and
electrification, but | am also very concerned about water issues in Skagit County driven by climate change. |
believe there is a great opportunity to find integrated solutions to the current and projected increases of flooding
and drought in our county. | personally urge that you include in your climate resilience element a study to identify
the best options to store floodwater from the Skagit River (reservoirs, underground storage, aquifer recharge — or
others) that can be drawn on during summer months for agriculturalirrigation, residential and business use, as
well as for salmon recovery and recreation. The solution(s) are going to be big projects and costly, soitis
important that the county get started now on this as part of our resilience work and take advantage of funding
available for such work through the Dept. of Commence and the Climate Commitment Act. There are several
other areas that I’d like to discuss as the planning process unfolds.

| also encourage you to establish a climate advisory team that can help with the planning process and bring in
perspectives from residents, local nonprofits, community leaders and trusted voices for key stakeholder groups.
This is recommended in Section 2 of the State GMA Climate Element guidance prepared by the Department of
Commerce. Skagit County is lucky to have our own local experts on climate change, the Skagit Climate Science
Consortium, as well as several nonprofits committed to this area that could provide representatives to support
such ateam. Our organization would be happy to appoint a representative to work with you and we are
collaborating also with the Skagit Clean Energy Alliance another group that might be interested in participating.

Thanks for hosting the informative session on July 26" and I look forward to continuing to connect with you as the
process continues. Betty

Betty Carteret, Chapter Lead

Citizens’ Climate Education, Skagit County, WA Chapter
skagitccl@gmail.com; (360) 299-8553 (h); (360) 202-0316
https://citizensclimateeducation.org/

14786 Entner Lane

Anhacortes, WA 98221




Water Management: projected flooding and drought due to
climate change present an opportunity to develop joint
solutions when you look at this as managing water to store
excess for times of drought. Skagit County should evaluation
options for developing large water storage capacity that can be
drawn down during summer months to support agricultural
irrigation, residential and business usage, tourism/water
sports, and also as a resource for wildfire suppression and to
recharge aquifers. Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Reduce GHG Emissions through electrification:
Electrification of residential, rental, and business
properties can make a major contribution towards
reducing emissions in Skagit. There are organizations in
the County that can help with this such as the Skagit
Clean Energy Association and Skagit Citizens’ Climate
Education (I am local chapter lead). Provide free mentors
or coaches who can get people started with planning and
refer to experts. Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Evaluate and streamline county planning requirements,
permitting and regulations to support transition to
electric vehicles, home HVAC, and other residential and
business electrification efforts.

Betty Carteret, sydster2@outlook.com

Look for ways for Skagit County to use funding resources
available from both the State (Dept. of Commerce) and
Federal Government that area available through the WA
Climate Commitment Act, US Infrastructure and Inflation
Reducation Acts. These funds are available now and can
help the county with funds for planning, education, and
infrastructure development.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Review permitting for residential and business building
and look to limit development in areas that are vulnerable
to flooding, sea levelrise, and wildfires.

Look at strategies for retreating from hazardous areas on
the coast versus increasing shoreline armoring that

impacts marine habitat and species.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Water management - start planning on developing new
infrastructure for water storage from flooding early to
enable time for thorough analysis, planning, and seeking
funding to pay for such large infrastructure projects.
Identify needs for revenue from grants, state programs,
and possibly funding from residents of the county through
appropriate measures (fees, taxes etc).

This needs to be a priority.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Look for ways that Skagit County can participate and
benefit from building out of the electrical grid. This is
happening to meet the increased electricity demands and
could be an opportunity for the County.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Find ways to make mass transit more attractive to a larger
segment of the population. Find out what limits peoples
use of buses and find ways to improve the barriers.

Improve bike travel on county roads. Look to work done in
other communities to provide bike trails both for
recreation and for transit. Consider increasing bike lanes
and other safety measures.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Develop programs in partnership with the state and PSE
to educate homeowners, renters, landlords and
businesses on the benefits of energy efficiency and
electrification to achieving goals for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. There are many resources to help with
this and local groups that can help such as our chapter of
Citizens’ Climate Education.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Because the PNW will see less impacts of climate change
we can expect large population growth in coming
decades due to climate migration. We need to be
planning ahead on how to manage this growth while
protecting our critical farmland, which will be even more
important as other areas such as California and Midwest
are impacted harder by climate change.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com



mailto:sydster2@outlook.com

Population growth in future will need to be managed by
looking at urban growth and identifying ways to site
housing and transit to limit the need for car travel. Avoid
concepts of Fully Contained Communities that drive
increased GHG from car emissions.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Educate public on funding available to help them
transition to electric appliances, HVAC, EVs, and other
items. This will help increase participation and reduce
GHG emissions.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Educate landlords and large property developers about
goals to reduce emissions through efficiency and
electrification. Create goals to reduce emissions from
large residential units (apartments etc.) and support
things like solar panels, weatherization etc.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Form a Climate Policy Advisory Team including
representatives of local organizations, citizens,
community leaders (especially in lower income
communities).

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Develop public education campaigns on the projected
impacts of climate change in Skagit County but include
education on what individuals, businesses, and visitors
can do to reduce their carbon footprint including
residential electrification; transition to EVs; supporting
county and other programs that work for this.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Educate county employees on the plans and goals for the
climate actions included in the new Comp Plan to
increase support and participation. Create incentives
that could get people excited about their work and efforts.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com

Look for programs already developed in other counties
and cities that can be replicated in Skagit County.

Betty Carteret; sydster2@outlook.com



Climate Comment #4

SUGGESTIONS FOR SKAGIT COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

711212024
From Skagit Land Trust
Climate Change

Form a task force to work with staff to write a Climate Action Framework for Skagit
County. The more communities participate in planning and strategy, the more realistic and
effective the plan.

o Compose a diverse task force with representatives from organizations and
community members that reflect our “whole system”. At the table should be
those focused on health, transportation, housing, conservation, natural resources,
business, tourism, social justice, etc.

o Aim to work across jurisdictions (towns, cities, county) and have common,
integrated goals and programs.

o Climate impacts fall hardest on those that did the least to cause them. Actions
must assist these people and they must be at the table.

A Framework will not only help the County but also assist community-based
organizations to help develop climate solutions.

e Make a base map of the areas most vulnerable to climate change as part of the
Comprehensive Plan Supplemental Map section. This should include sea level rise, river
flooding, excessive fire danger, geologic hazard areas (landslides, alluvial fans, erosion
areas), areas with infrastructure hazards/potential failure that will be at increased risk
with climate changes.

e Speed up efforts to map the true 100-year flood plain. Map how it will change over
time.

e Consult with the Skagit Climate Science Consortium. They are local experts on
climate change and have local data to inform this map.
o Their maps use best available science and are free:
ww.skagitclimatescience.org/flood-scenario-map/

Resiliency

EDUCATION:

e Publish the map of potentially impacted areas that climate models show. If people
know they are vulnerable, they are more likely to move voluntarily or
submit to voluntary buy outs or other options.



o We also appreciate the County’s mapping exercise at Open Houses
which incorporates local knowledge and should be used with
above.

Explore how resiliency options could work and make the options public so that
people are educated on concepts and how they work. Consider:

@)
©)

Managed retreat.

A Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program or other incentives to
encourage property owners to move or exchange development rights voluntarily.
Use of grant funds and mitigation programs for voluntary buy outs by government
organizations and conservation organizations.

Make a county web page on Climate Change and Resiliency: facts, tactics, science,
stories and guidance such as “Best ways to lower your carbon footprint”.

REGULATION:

o Pass Conservation Subdivision regulations. This would allow professional
conservation organizations or government entities to purchase part of a property from a
voluntary landowner for strict conservation purposes without going through the current
arduous and expensive subdivision process. A conservation easement would be placed
on the land purchased to ensure it was not developed. This is a win-win for adapting to
climate change and for landowners who often want to keep the productive parts of their
land, or move their home to a resilient location, but do not want to manage sensitive or
increasingly hazardous excess acreage.

e Have a Goal to Stop Putting Development in Harm’s Way. Enact a mixture of
voluntary incentives, education and regulations to:

@)
©)
@)

restrict further development in the 100-year flood plan.
restrict new development in natural hazard areas.
restrict new development in areas most vulnerable to sea level rise.

¢ Enact code that allows more land to be “sponges” and pollution strainers.

©)
@)

o

o

Allow for 100% recycling of household grey water in appropriate circumstances.
Lessen impact of storm water system through controlled release and evaporation
systems (natural greenspace protection, green roofs)

Allow for experimentation in new homes or neighborhoods i.e. circular sewer
systems.

Add stricter code that protects aquifers, with special attention to sole source
aquifers.

e Skagit County should actively plan for sea level rise and climate change by
updating the Shoreline Master Program in the next three years.

©)
@)

Conduct a sea-level rise vulnerability assessment and make it public.
Add language that avoids construction in tidal and storm surge areas.



Select a base elevation for all structures, utilities, and septic systems that will
withstand inundation or destabilization for at least 60 years based on best
available science.

Ensure robust shoreline buffers on both marine and freshwater shorelines with
strict limits for variances.

Require that development on feeder bluffs have setbacks that reflect the typical
lifespan of a building (i.e. 55 -100 years).

Stress avoidance of new overwater structures. Any new overwater structures
should minimize and mitigate impacts to eelgrass, kelp, and other critical
environments.

Limit hard armoring of shorelines to situations where there is no other alternative
to protect an existing structure.

Do not classify boulders as soft armoring.

Require that new development be situated to avoid needing shoreline
stabilization.

e Develop systems to preserve our forests, wetlands, water and soils for natural
carbon storage as a way to reduce carbon emissions in the County.

(@]

(@]

(@]

Identify carbon sequestration as a compatible forestry practice for Open Space
taxation.

Allow increased carbon storage (bio-char, etc.), including through mitigation
programs, as compatible agricultural land uses for Open Space taxation.

Adopt strict critical area code for science-based buffer widths to protect and
restore healthy freshwater and coastal wetlands in all land use areas. These store
more carbon per acre than any habitat on earth. They also buffer communities
from sea level rise, flooding, and fire.

PLANNING & STRATEGY

e In the comprehensive plan chapters on Land Use, Natural Resources, and
Environment elevate natural resource conservation for all types of land. Prioritize
conserving lands that mitigate climate change while helping provide clean water,
unpolluted air, the ability for communities to adapt to changing conditions, and places
for fish and wildlife to adapt.

e Develop a transportation plan that incorporates sea level rise and natural hazard
conditions into its planning.

©)

Identify roads at risk of erosion, natural hazards, or inundation due to climate
change.

Have a plan that accepts that not all lands currently behind dikes or levees will
remain viable for development or agriculture.

Develop ways for towns and neighborhoods with access roads at risk to help pay
for dike and drainage infrastructure protecting those roads.



Update the Skagit Countywide UGA Open Space Concept Plan with climate change
and green connectors in mind. Reduction of Greenhouse Gases (GHGSs)

Focus on the causes of GHG emissions. Every solution should be linked to the causes.

Create incentives to build electric vehicle charging infrastructure in rural areas,
including eastern Skagit County. Currently there are no public charging stations upriver,
which greatly reduces incentives to move to electric transportation.

Prioritize the development of interconnected trails systems between towns and cities
to decrease the use of motorized vehicles.

o Increase ways for communities to use non-carbon transportation- trails, bike
paths, electric charging stations.

o Allow public access trails on dikes. Develop incentives and protections for dike
districts and adjacent landowners.

o Develop additional trails to attract recreationists and eco-tourists (such as birders)
increasing the county’s tourist economy without increasing the carbon footprint.
Eco-tourism contributes over $20 billion to Washington’s GDP and growing.
Skagit County is uniquely positioned to capitalize on this trend with more tourist
infrastructure such as trails and wildlife viewing sites.

o Make completing the Centennial Trail from Snohomish County to Whatcom
County a priority.

o Develop a bike path from Edison to Burlington. The Samish Flats are a tourism
site needing safer passage for bikers and walkers.

Work with cities and towns to help them plan for and absorb more people, homes,
and businesses. Modify the population distribution goal so that 90% of new population
growth is in urban areas (rather than the current 80% goal).

Encourage 20-minute neighborhoods. 20-minute neighborhoods are places where
residents have easy, convenient access to many of the places and services they use daily
including grocery stores, restaurants, schools, and parks, without relying heavily on cars.
Increasing the walkability of neighborhoods will reduce the county’s carbon output.
Encourage smaller “truck” farms on the edges of cities and towns through zoning
incentives.

Focus strongly on keeping growth in urban areas and making those urban areas
livable.
o Establish high thresholds for when cities and towns are allowed to expand their
Urban Growth Areas (UGAS).
o Do not allow UGAs to expand into floodplain or critical areas.
o Have programs that purchase development rights around UGAS to contain
development and provide green spaces, parks, and trails. Green spaces will also
help absorb storm waters and keep urban areas cooler.



o Stop sprawl by outlawing Fully Contained Communities (FCC) in rural areas.
FCCs increase GHG emissions as they contribute to increased vehicle use.

Develop Plans to Reduce harm including erosion, floods, and sea level rise by
planning for green systems that allow natural processes to operate.

Focus on connecting green spaces and wildlife corridors so wildlife can move freely
as their habitat changes or is lost.



Tara Satushek Climate Comment #5

From: Peggy Bridgman <bridgmannoe@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2024 8:02 AM

To: PDS comments

Subject: Skagit County's Comprehensive Plan Draft Policies

To whom it may concern:

I will be unable to attend the meeting on October 1. | am sorry about your timing of the meeting, which
coincides with the Vice Presidential Debate that evening.

Climate change is the most pressing issue of our time in my opinion. Everything we humans do hinges on
the condition of the Earth that has been entrusted to us. Therefore | urge you to treat the Climate Element
of the 2025 Comprehensive Plan with the utmost urgency. People complain about the cost of mitigation
measures, but they are ignoring the fact that repairing the damage caused by weather-related and other
catastrophes will cost many times more.

It won't be cheap to make changes to our systems and behaviors, but the future of our planet depends on
hard decisions that we make now. Please include bold proposals in the Comprehensive Plan to slow the
damage we have already done.

Sincerely,

Peggy Bridgman

1121 East Orange Avenue
Burlington



Tara Satushek Comment # 6

From: Nancy Shimeall <nshimeall@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 1, 2024 3:29 PM

To: PDS comments

Subject: Skagit County's 2025 Comprehensive Plan Draft Policies

This emailis rega rding the "Environment and Climate Change, Resiliency and Greenhouse Gas
Emission Reduction” POrtion of the 2025 Comp Plan draft. We are unable to
attend the Open House on October 1 due to several other events and
obligations occurring on the same day at the same time. (Attendance
by other residents at this one Open House will likely be impacted.)
Please consider the following comments:

My family and | are deeply concerned about the county’s plans to reduce greenhouse gases and
improve our quality of life while facing the oncoming climate challenges. Skagit County has so far not
taken enough action to reduce GHGs, and we hope this comp plan update ignites a desire to become
a leader and consider innovative approaches to reducing our emissions.

Our primary comments are to urge these first two actions, as delineated in the very helpful resource
at Climate Policy Explorer (arcgis.com):

1. Prioritize improving the energy efficiency of both government, commercial, and
residential buildings: Retrofit county buildings for energy efficiency (Policy - ID#: E.03); phase
out natural gas use in existing publicly owned facilities by 2030 and retrofit with electric heat
pumps (Policy - ID#: E.05). In addition, ensure that buildings use renewable energy, conservation,
and efficiency technologies and practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (Goal - ID#: E)
2. Prioritize and enhance the county’s trees and forests: Increase tree canopy cover to boost
carbon sequestration, reduce heat islands, and improve air quality; prioritize overburdened
communities (Goal — ID#: AB). Establish a green belt of parks to support connectivity and non-
motorized travel between housing, schools, and businesses across the community (Policy - ID#:
AB.02); and maximize tree canopy coverage in surface parking lots (Policy - ID#: AB.04).
Additionally, Skagit County can enhance its environmental sustainability AND reduce Greenhouse
gases through several initiatives.

1. Expanding Public Transit and Bike Infrastructure: To reduce the city's carbon footprint, invest
in sustainable transportation options. Expanding its bus networks and encouraging the use of electric
buses can lower emissions. Improving bike lanes, creating bike-sharing programs, and promoting
walking can reduce reliance on cars, thereby lowering traffic congestion and air pollution.

2. Encouraging Electric Vehicles (EVs): To promote the use of EVs, install more EV charging
stations throughout the county. The Mount Vernon library transportation hub is a great start; we
need similar hubs across the county. Offering incentives for residents and businesses to transition to
EVs and hybrid vehicles will contribute to reducing the county's greenhouse gas emissions.




3. Green Building Initiatives: Encourage sustainable development by adopting stricter energy-
efficient building codes for new constructions and renovations. Provide incentives for developers to
use eco-friendly materials and implement energy-saving technologies like solar panels, green
roofs, and smart enerqy systems.

4. Increasing the use of renewable energy like solar, wind, and hydroelectric power in all buildings
can make Skagit County more sustainable. Also partner with utilities to provide incentives for
residents and businesses to switch to clean energy.

5. Skagit County should boost its waste reduction initiatives by expanding recycling and
composting programs. Offering educational workshops to encourage residents to minimize single-
use plastics, compost food waste, and recycle correctly would contribute to a more sustainable
waste management system.

6. Protecting, maintaining, and expanding the county’s green spaces is crucial for biodiversity and
reducing urban heat island effects. Skagit county could prioritize the preservation of parks,
wetlands, and forests, and create new urban gardens and green areas for residents to enjoy.

These strategies can significantly increase Skagit County’s environmental sustainability, reduce its
greenhouse gases, and improve quality of life for residents.

Thank you for considering these comments. Again, we wish to emphasize the excellent resource at
Climate Policy Explorer (arcgis.com), which offers more details and is designed to assist the comp
plan updates required at this time.

Respectfully,

Nancy Shimeall

Steve Cotter

74 Hoh Place

La Conner, WA 98257
cell 360-708-4014

We live on reservation land that has been stewarded for thousands of years by the Swinomish Coast Salish People, and are grateful that the Swinomish people will continue to
hold sacred this land for future generations.



Tara Satushek Comment# 7

From: Ginger Moore <gingermoore5@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:46 AM

To: PDS comments

Subject: Protecting our World

The Climate Plan looks wonderful on paper, BUT what good will it do if the people who are there to follow
and enforce the plan have a personalinvestmentin it's failure. We are failing to protect our environment.
We continue to cut down our forests, allow building of housing tracts in areas which should be protected
from the chemical run off and impacts they make while at the same time ignoring the fact that we have
areas within our currently developed areas which could be revitalized without the huge impact to our
natural world. Sadly things are not changing!

Virginia L Moore
22342 Shady Lane
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Get Outlook for iOS



Tara Satushek Comment # 8

From: joan cross <joaninbhutan@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2024 6:30 PM

To: PDS comments

Subject: skagit county's 2025 comprehensive plan draft

As a resident of La Conner for 45 years, | have comments on the County's 10 year Comprehensive plan. The future
demand for electricity in the county will hugely increase with demands from electric vehicles, population growth, migration
population from the south coming north, air conditioning, data processing growth. Because of peak high usage for only a
few hours a day, we have extra generation of electricity during other times of the day. Instead of expanding expensive
new generation transmission, it seems logical to expand battery storage to use during peak times. So | am infavor of the
county's comprehensive plan to favor energy storage in batteries or water heat exchange which is much more efficient
than air heat exchange. Also expanding electric

vehicle level 3 chargers to accommodate not only Skagit residents but also tourist needs. PLease consider these ideas in
your planning.

thank you, joan cross. 708 S. 4th St, La Conner
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