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May 4, 2015

To: Skagit County Planning Commission

Re: Deliberations re: Proposed Permanent Regulations on Marijuana Facilities

As a Skagit County resident personally affected by the 1- 502 implementation in Skagit County, I wanted

to provide you with background and suggestions which may assist with your deliberations and

recommendations on this topic.

BACKGROUND: The Flower of Life Farms in Alger WA. met with Skagit County Planning Department in

December 2013 to submit a plan to produce and process marijuana. At that time marijuana was

considered lust another agricultural crop". Rural Intermediate allowed agriculture and the potential

growers were told that they could proceed with plans for an" outdoor grow". Plants would be grown In

ground" and temporary open ended" hoop houses"( plans showed PVC pipe hoop structures) would be

allowed( they are currently in code compliance because they constructed rigid frame greenhouses

rather than hoop houses but any decision will only apply to the greenhouses vs. hoop houses not to any

other issues). There was to be no processing allowed in RI zone( although since that time the growers

have been approved by LCB for Processing). Neighbors found out about these plans in July 2014 and

immediately began to express concern to the County and the applicable State agencies.

The process proceeded and by December 2014 a County moratorium was enacted so this matter could

be thoroughly studied. We have testified at every opportunity and expressed numerous concerns over
the past 11 months.  Now, you are being asked for recommendations regarding permanent regulations

in Skagit County.

I would request that you consider the following information:

1) The 1- 502 grow in Alger( Rural Intermediate Zone) will now be the only` outdoor grow" in Skagit Co.

2) There will be no other 1- 502 producers/ processors allowed in RI Zone.

3) The current proposal from the County is that" obscuring fences" required by the State Liquor Control
Board would include appropriate screening to avoid the visual impacts of security fencing and include

protections against security cameras infringing on neighbors privacy and include controls on odor, heat,
vibration, air and water pollution. None of these requirements apply to the Alger Marijuana grow.

4) Any proposed 1- 502 project will need to maintain the character, landscape and lifestyle of the rural
area.

On 2/ 3/ 2015 PDS informed Alger residents that the Flower of Life Farms had been permitted and

were considered vested( attached memo from Brandon Black, PDS received by Lori Scott on 2/ 3/ 2015)

and would not be subject to any of the new regulations that will be developed.

Recommendations: As a result we are requesting that the following issues be considered and added to
the recommendations for final regulations.



l

1) Within a reasonable period( example 12-24 months) all" vested"/ permitted/ grandfathered 1- 502

operations be required to come into compliance with the new regulations including screening of the
required fences, controls on odor, security cameras, lighting and all expectations of the new
regulations except the precise siting since that has already been permitted.  Re-certifications which

require" grandfathered" facilities to come" up to current code" because new regulations have been

instituted, is common practice in other industries.

2) Water usage for each producer/ processor be considered and method developed to monitor water

usage and to require each producer/ processor to adhere to the same water constraints as other

properties in their vicinity. ( For example: properties adjacent to the Alger grow are in a low-flow area

sample agreements attached) and are restricted to use only 400 gallons per day and cannot water

lawns from June 1 to Sept.30 each year. The Alger grow uses water from an individual well, is not

monitored or restricted and is allowed to use up to 5000 gallons per day. County documents and

research show that each plant can use 6 gallons per day; an estimate of 3900 gallons per day( could be
much more for an outdoor grow). Experience in other grow areas has shown water use to be 6 gallons

per plant per day.  Our wells are deep.  We have water shortages during the summer and we are

concerned that using this amount of water from a well within several hundred feet of 3 other wells
could be detrimental to all of us.

3) Regulations developed need to be enforceable. Upon receipt of a complaint the County needs to

have the authority and ability to investigate, monitor and demand corrections if necessary.

We have appreciated your thorough review and deliberations on this important matter and look

forward to your recommendations.

4Tha you,

Pa,
QQ4I

5:14i.iAki-e-/

Lon ott

Attachments:   Permitted 1- 502 operation within unincorporated Skagit County 2/ 3/ 15 by PDS

Low flow Mitigation Summary required by Skagit County for Alger residents

Estimated water usage for growing marijuana

Picture of rural residential area before and after Marijuana grow

Current pictures of obscuring fence and grow from neighbors' backyard



Permitted 1-502 operation within unincorporated Skagit County

The below lists reflect the known 1- 502 operations currently permitted within Skagit County
either through approved special use permits or vested building permits prior to the adoption of
the December 22nd, 2014 moratorium and interim ordinance:

Approved by Special Use permit:

1.  Challenger Ridge Estates, LLC( ONMI Growers), 43095 Challenger Road, Concrete.
Rural Reserve( RRv) zone. Hearing Examiner Special Use Permit(# PL14-0184) applied

May 15, 2014. Approved by Hearing Examiner February 9, 2015.

2.  Casey Craig( The High End), 17636 State Route 20, Burlington. Agricultural-NRL( Ag-

NRL) zone. Administrative Special Use Permit(# PL14-0338) applied August 21, 2014.

Approved December 30, 2014.

3.  Rocky Lohoff( Melorock Garden), 23263 and 23273 Pioneer Highway, Mount Vernon.
Agricultural-NRL( Ag-NRL) zone. Administrative Special Use Permit(# PL14-0328)

applied August 18, 2014. Approved February 6, 2015.

NOTE: Additional Administrative Special Use permit, currently under review, received after
the December 22, 2014 moratorium meeting the criteria within the interim ordinance:

4.  Tom Aliotti,( Edison Agriculture) 5937 and 5933 Chuckanut Drive, Bow. Agricultural-
NRL( Ag-NRL) zone. Administrative Special Use Permit(# PL15-0001). Applied

January 2, 2015.  Currently under review.

Approved Building Permits:

1.  Crystal Creek Holdings LLC, do JeffBenham( Northwest Grown Products), 24862

Benham Road, ste A, Mount Vernon. Rural Resource-NRL( RRc-NRL) zone. Building
Permit(# BP 14- 0198) for change of use/interior remodel of existing barn. Applied May r

7, 2014. Approved/ Issued June 16, 2014. Final inspection January 13, 2015.

2.  Skagit Investors LLC, c/o Lin Alden, 33081 State Route 20, Hamilton. Natural Resource
Industrial( NRI) zone. Building Permit(# BP14-0597) for interior remodel of existing

building and an 8 foot fence. Applied October 21, 2014. Approved January 30, 2015.
Issued February 3, 2015. No inspections completed.



3.  Mike Adkinson/Seth Stromme( Agape Research WA), 35925 State Route 20, Hamilton.   / 20..   c' 1:  rr

Natural Resource Industrial( NRI) zone. Building Permit(# BP14-0619) for 1- 502 1'

Greenhouse. Applied October 29, 2014. Still in applied status.

4.  Paul and Lori Lindsay( Flower of Life Fames, LLC), 3431 Old Highway 99 North Road,
Burlington. Rural Intermediate( RI) zone. Building Permit(# BP14-0356) for two

storage buildings and an 8 foot fence. Applied July 11, 2014. Approved/Issued
September 8, 2W.4_ No inspections completed. Currently under enforcement action

CE14-0158). Appealed to the Hearing Examiner on January 23, 2015 (# PL15-0018).

State Licensed November 7, 2014.



Water Resources Program July 2014

Q: Will the water use limit of 5,000 gpd wader the l

exemption provide enoyl water forgrower maiquaaa?
A: Growers are responsible for researching and evaluating their water needs. Current information
regarding marijuana water use is largely anecdotal. Growers are being licensed by the state
Liquor Control Board in three tiers depending on how much marijuana they intend to grow, but
all three tiers are estimated to require less than 5,000 gpd. The tiers by maximum amount( square
feet, sf) ofmarijuana canopy allowed and the estimated amounts of water( gallons per day, gpd)
needed for indoor grow operations are:

Tier 1— 2,000 sf; 260 gpd

Tier 2— 10,000 sf; 1, 300 gpd
le"  •    Tier 3— 30,000 sf:3,900 gpd

Water needs for outdoor grow operations, where environmental conditions cannot be controlled,

are likely much higher and climate variations at different locations in the state is a significant
factor in determining the water needs for growing marijuana. Given that marijuana previously has
been illegal to cultivate, the state does not have the same level of data regarding the irrigation
needs for various locations across the state as it possesses for traditional crops.

Q: Will I be able to use water from my litigation district to grow mare?
A: In May 2014, the U.S. Bureau ofReclamation( USBR) announced that use of USBR water or
facilities( reservoirs, canals, pumps, etc.) for any activities related to the cultivation and
distribution of marijuana is prohibited under the Controlled Substance Act of 1970. This means

any irrigation district supplied by USBR projects can not provide water for marijuana irrigation.

In Washington state, the USBR operates two large reclamation projects: the Yakima Basin Project
and the Columbia Basin Project. Even though marijuana cultivation is legal under state law,
Washington cannot require USBR—and the irrigation districts it contracts with—to supply water
for marijuana production. There are no USBR projects in western Washington but you should
contact your irrigation district to determine ifwater is available for marijuana irrigation.

Q: Can tidewater be collected and stored to cultivate marquaaa?
A: Yes. Rainwater collection systems are legal in Washington state and do not require a water

right. They can be used to store water collected in the wet season for later use. Groundwater from
exempt wells can also be pumped to a storage tank or cistern that is part of the rainwater

collection system and stored until needed, as long as the 5,000 gpd limit is not exceeded.

Collected rain or groundwater can only be used on the same parcel from which it was captured.
More information on rainwater collection: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/hq/rwh.html

Publication Number: 14- 11-003 3 Please reuse and recycle



Return to

LOW FLOW

pMITIGATION
SUMMARY

p`
cpalyOwner/Cl/ motor      ` t Y` iLY5C.43 j

Grantee: PUBLIC

Property u #: P achiit Ca Assessor's Tax Account#: 51, 0+14.--  '    -& c1_Lt, tLegal Description: Sec.. Twp. etc Rag. 4 nig Name:  5P 3£'   `( Lail_Bloch
w

Subject
Aquifer Recharge Mitigation Sammy b be reawded with rile.

The following is a mitigati m stogy as requited as a condition of issuance forPursuant to Skagit Cowry Code 1424.350

sectionthisPermit #  .
7)     summary shall be recorded with the rule.

Ind de

elop>
rrojeet is within 54 mile of a"! ow-flow" sty as

ofthe undersigned anew
designated by the in State

The water agree to the following1.    s) for my ps,operty will only be allowed fir sileritit me with the condition p       ,shDiatrict dr

ll be

ubjwill
ect to a°' 

X01° in a Local Utility District ( LUD) or Special Improvement
Special Improvement

Districtprovide
potable water cervix to my property and I herby agree not to protest the LUD or

II.  To decommission my ya(s) is acconiance with
all flames b the public seater appState and County II:plaicesand toconnectcyst

m as soon as it becomes available. The interim well dull be limitedto 400 gallons per day per commies unless I can demonstrate compliance with SCC 14.24350(5Xc).
III.  The total impervious surbce of the property is less then and shall remain leas than 5% of the total lot area,

unless the Pop0s'e'd developmeadproject provides mitigation that will collect r noff from the proposeddevelopmendpmject,      mit that moat
collected rnooff into a groundwater Ins onecessary to P 8tomd* ata qa r and dacba gC that

e.

IV.  

No lawn wataing will be performed born June I to September 30. This condition shall remain in effectuntil the well is abandoned in accordance with Chapter 173- 160 WAC and thean approved public water supply or a H
property is connected to

is ,   ,,    , ,,,  with a   

that the sow is from a confined
recommends landscapingT. much a possible)       1     (

SkagitCounty

owner:!` 
1     _       /     _

41„P'  i.
d Sd_  #   

Date:       - d D U
dem _     - ern-     

00,  
1

Oa this day appeared befone me it"-l.SeartLa.. i 7T known to be the individualdescribed herein and acknowledged to me that the* amus free anduses and purposes thereinmentioned. voluntaryact ens deed for the

Notary Public in and for the State of.R''' 4
residing at   ,.„/- 143 S  w f.G  -4-s is<<       .  1,C dlrDate:  /-,„ 1 d - Q c,`FAtiareAPORMS20001ilesower Mit am-Wei focn
Lek printed 12119/2000 9:49 AM

MIK a. JoIIISON
4.".•  *    

cam t route
spriarfugur-caumm we

Mool-  -/
arimis.*m4ay. u.= 1



6korr FAce ltT

r     - a

A L. 1. 0051:11 tip/VIC:6i

t

z

4 Seco rr PAo Pfery

rt

r
BuicKek,AsTie fm4rna

Ea-
1)

21.
1 )( 

110.,

e,,,

N-  -     
T'KFas Kr-rnov'S...D

a v

Co u J o1--)    ltd C'OA
pgoreg5roRAcke.eo i;1+ iat.

F S`liA O.-, SAECI fou,56

cii.:0   .

F'Romirl Scoff RG114R :
NO v....)

PRot,e55tNiNComme ciTc...

nn

4
6gaaohcvsi.

rt. -    

F`      Sok Vctl( Nc   CAme2As

4OvEkheight r= e' C1

BACK AAsr,C
1

1

1



y•      

P

h •    I

4'   N 5 fir' /•""#  

Y@.-. 4,1f-'4 b ;. ate       ..     R    .•      1..      y 1
f

f".    

1

Rt rte.      
41411'. 11'       er 4 . 4.4011111r

V' i'    '
4'     c•.

4%,,,,
4,N.ii.

N-.,,    ,,,,

T
il'   -     

y
5h     .   ,'

i"' 
i  ,: 

te,     

I

ck 1 i•

en in to

VI pay f,       •     y :

tet.

MC•  " 1
CI r*     

i..-:..:
4,-,,,,rir ..,,,,_ h

moi{

moa

Z
sn Aima

CD
311211

t
foo

11= blk 1 r
r"  : 4.. 4._

N to  =    1  ,
MI  

tl

IN)
i      * 

i

1 V
y

F-

i...  

at.
s 4   _  iE^     s•       ,.     

5 k

Con 7



i

1--------—     i     _:;,==-

4,,,:;

i:

tee;=

f

1‘t

M11

Y    '

s
r

f

rte vs,"'` Y y%       - Y
e._-:

f S i t
y_yY

gn

sf

i.

z

1' 1'-- y,

i

C)       
41144

r  .._  /

t

W      £CA)    
s  '

V M

N

i     .   fi 



CI
tLl

l-
)

This grow would fall under the a¡
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proposed ordinance currently
being considered by the planning

commission as a fully qualified
legal rnedical rnarijuana grow

inside a private residence.
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COMPARETHE SIZE OF ÏHE RESIDENCE ON DUNBAR TN TOTHE
GREEN HOU SES CU RRENTLY BEI NG U SED TO GROW "MEDrcAT MARU UANA

The industrial greenhousescurrentþ being used to grow marijuana by
Don Wrtshafter, self described cannabis activist and part owner of
Hernp OilCanada (according to DrugSense.org, of which he is chairman.)

This is approximately the size of the largest Tier 2 grow if it were
licensed by liquor control board.Theywould have no rcstrictions on use

of explosives, no security reguirernents, no supervision of any kind.
The plants they aregrcwing are each roughlythe size of a very large

rhododendron.
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