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To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft
Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change

Element )2 Plan)

Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Environment 5A, 5A, 164 Critical Areas Preserve and protect wetlands to prevent their continual loss Preserve and protect wetlands to preventtheircontintattoss- Use ‘no net loss’ language for Growth Management Act

and degradation.

and-degradation maintain no net loss of wetland functions wetland policy. Consistency, Address

Encourage the voluntary restoration and enhancement of lost and values. Public Comment

or degraded wetlands.

Encourage the voluntary restoration and enhancement of lost CARAs are also regulated to

Protect aquifer recharge areas, and well-head areas, ground or degraded wetlands. support stream flows (RCW
and surface water quality and quantity for supplying all needs Protect critical aquifer recharge areas;and-wett-headareas; 90.94 Stream flow
within Skagit County, including potable water forhuman use ground and surface water quality and quantity for supplying all restoration act).

Protect hydrologic functions and reduce the potential for needs within Skagit County, including potable water for

physicalinjury and property damage associated with flooding. human use and groundwater support for base stream flows to Flood management needs to
Minimize risk to life, property, infrastructure, and resources  protect anadromous fish. consider climate change.
caused by disrupting geologically hazardous areas or by Protect hydrologic functions, plan for changing climate

locating development in areas subject to naturally hazardous conditions, and reduce the potential for physical injury and Corridor connections and

geologic processes.

property damage associated with flooding. tree canopy are also

Protect, restore where practical, and enhance fish and Minimize risk to life, property, infrastructure, and resources important factors in FWHCA

wildlife populations and their associated habitats.

caused by disrupting geotogicatty hazardous-areasorby management.
tocating devetopmentinareassubjectto naturally hazardous

geologic processes.

Protect, restore where practical, and enhance fish and wildlife

populations and their associated habitats, including corridor

connections and tree canopy.

Environment 5A, 5A-1, Classification In cooperation with local, state, federal, and tribal agencies In cooperation with local, state, federal, and tribal agencies, Modify this policy to highlight County Vision, Address
165 and Designation and jurisdictions, Skagit County shall identify, classify, and jurisdictions, and regional partners, Skagit County broad collaboration for Public Comment
of Critical Areas designate, and map critical areas to protect and conserve shattshould collaborate on continued health and protection of critical area protection.
them. critical areas.tdentify,ctassify, designate;-and-map-—criticat

areastoprotectandconservethem:

Skagit County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Final Policy Recommendations

Date Exported: February 14, 2025

Disclaimer: This document is meant to help readers understand how policies have been recommended to
change and provides a general understanding how the policy has changed, and serves no other purpose.
Some policies may appear different in the Comprehensive Document on the Website due to error in
exporting to the document from this matrix or otherwise. If you see a difference in policies from this matrix
compared to the Comprehensive plan use the above email to let staff know.
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ST aoal, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County ’s Comprehensive Plan Draft
Reference Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change
Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
Environment 5A, 5A-1.1, Classification Critical areas shall be identified based on the best available  Critical areas as defined by RCW 36.70A.030 shall be Lists of potential data Administrative Cleanup

165-166 and Designation science. identified based on the best available science. Publicly sources are extraneous at

of Critical Areas (a) The National Wetland Inventory Maps, U.S.D.A. Soil available maps and inventories should be referenced and the policy-level and may be
Conservation Service Soil Survey, Washington Department of verified through site-specific assessment by a qualified better suited to

Fish and Wildlife Priority Habitats and Species Database and professional. administrative guidance
aerial photo overlays are examples of the information that i
shall be utilized in determining the approximate distribution
and extent of wetlands in Skagit County.

(b) Soil logs and surveys, geological information, well logs,
and geological reports shall be utilized in identifying aquifers
and aquifer recharge areas.

(c) Hydrologic information such as Washington Department of
Natural Resources water type maps, United States Geological
Services streamflow data, and Federal Emergency
Management Agency maps should be utilized in identifying
frequently flooded areas.

(d) Soil, geologic, topographic, seismic, volcanic, and
hydrologic data shall be utilized in identifying geological
hazardous areas.

(e) Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas shall be
identified in accordance with Washington State Fish and
Wildlife Priority Habitats and Species program, WA State
Department of Natural Resource Aquatic Lands and
Resources and Nearshore Habitat programs, and other extant 1
programs.

documents, if required. This
may be combined with 5A-1.

Revised text to cover policy
level direction.

Date Exported: February 14, 2025

Disclaimer: This document is meant to help readers understand how policies have been recommended to
change and provides a general understanding how the policy has changed, and serves no other purpose.
Some policies may appear different in the Comprehensive Document on the Website due to error in
exporting to the document from this matrix or otherwise. If you see a difference in policies from this matrix
compared to the Comprehensive plan use the above email to let staff know.
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ULl Goal, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa

Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft

Reference Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

(THIS HAS
CHANGED
IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change

Element )2 Plan) Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Environment 5A, 5A-1.2, Classification Critical areas shall be designated by definition and site
166 and Designation assessmentfor
of Critical Areas conservation and protection.

(a) Critical Areas shall be designated and mapped from
general sources of critical area information based on best
available science.
(b) Critical areas shall be designated by performance
standards or definitions.
(c) Critical areas shall be designated upon completion of a
site assessment done by a qualified professional during the

nrocess nf a nermit ar develonment annlicatinn

Delete redundant with
revised 5A.1.1 above.

Administrative Cleanup

Date Exported: February 14, 2025
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ULl Goal, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft
Reference Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.
(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change

Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Environment 5A, 5A-1.2, Classification Critical areas shall be classified for conservation, protection,
166-167 and Designation and risk.
of Critical Areas (a) The Washington State Rating System for Western

Washington (2014 Update) shall be utilized to classify
wetlands according to the function, value and uniqueness of
wetlands in Skagit County.
(b) Aquifer recharge areas shall be classified based on their
vulnerability, susceptibility to contamination, and potable

Delete redundant with Administrative Cleanup
revised 5A.1.1 above.

water quality and quantity.

(c) Frequently flooded areas should be classified utilizing the
100-year floodplain designations as adopted by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and the National Flood
Insurance Program.

(d) Geologically hazardous areas (areas subject to erosion,
sliding, earthquakes, or other geologic events) shall be
classified based on the degree of risk to health, life, property
and resources.

(e) “Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas” (HCA’s)
shall be classified according to the type of conservation area
which include:

(i) Areas with which endangered, threatened, and sensitive
species have a primary association;

(ii) Habitats and species of local importance that have been
designated by the County at the time of application;

(iii) All public and private tidelands suitable for shellfish

Environment 5A-2, 5A-2, Education Provide educational opportunities and the involvement of a Utilize existing programs, grants, and other funding Recommend additional County Vision
167 well-informed citizenry in developing programs and opportunities to pProvide educational epportunities outreach detail to support
regulations for the conservation and protection of critical and the involvement of a well-informed citizenry in developing implementation of the policy.
areas. programs, voluntary stewardship, and regulations for the

conservation and protection of critical areas.

Date Exported: February 14, 2025
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ST aoal, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County ’s Comprehensive Plan Draft
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(THIS HAS
CHANGED
IN THE NEW
DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change
Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
Environment 5A-2, 5A- Education Educational opportunities should be encouraged that Educational opportunities should be encouraged that Recommend edits for clarity. Administrative Cleanup
2.1,167- increase public and governmental understanding of the increase public and governmental understanding of the
168 economic, social, cultural, and environmental values of economic, social, cultural, and environmental values of
critical areas. critical areas.
(a) Public access to publicly owned critical areas for (a) Public access to publicly owned critical areas for scientific,
scientific, educational and limited recreational use should be educational and limited recreational use should be
encouraged. encouraged.
(b) Educational programs should improve the understanding (b) Educational programs should: (i) improve the
of storm water management, groundwater recharge, and understanding of storm water management, groundwater
groundwater and surface water quality and quantity issues, recharge, and groundwater and surface water quality and
and encourage citizens to be water resource stewards. quantity issues, and (ii) encourage citizens to be water
(c) Educational opportunities should increase public resource stewards; and
understanding of stream hydrology and the potential for major {e}jEducationatopportunitiesshottd (iii) increase public
flooding in the Skagit River Basin. understanding of stream hydrology and the potential for major

flooding in the Skagit River Basin, and the landscape-scale
interactions between impervious surfaces, tree canopy, and
wetlands relative to flood management.

Environment 5A-2, 5A- Education Readily available information should be assembled and No recommended change.
2.2,168 distributed to educate and inform the public about: risks of
known frequently flooded areas and geologic hazards;
development practices that increase the risks to lives,
property, infrastructure, resources and measures to minimize

these risks.
Environment 5A-3, New, Incentives Utilize economic incentives, such as density credit transfers, Norecommended change.
168 transfer of development rights, tax incentives, cluster

housing, conservation easements, and public benefit rating
systems, as appropriate, to encourage citizens to conserve,
protect and restore critical areas.

Date Exported: February 14, 2025
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Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016
Plan)

To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name
Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy

“Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft

Reason for Change
Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Environment 5A-3, 5A- Incentives Areas of native vegetation and riparian corridors that connect Wildlife corridors and connections between areas of native Revise to emphasize wildlife Address Public Comment
3.1,168 wetland systems should be conserved and protected vegetation, riparian corridors, wetlands, and open space corridor needs.
whenever feasible through incentive programs. should be conserved and protected whenever feasible
through incentive programs.
Environment 5A-3, 5A- Incentives Public and private programs should be encouraged and Public and private programs should be encouraged and Add text to apply policy more County Vision
3.2,168 utilized to support the ability of wetlands to function naturally utilized to support the ability of wetlands, streams, and broadly.
and provide landscape diversity. habitat conservation areas to function naturally and provide
landscape diversity.
Environment 5A-3, 5A- Incentives Public and private acquisition of critical areas should be Public and private acquisition of critical areas should be There is no (b). Therefore, (a) Administrative Cleanup
3.3,168 encouraged for permanent conservation. encouraged for permanent conservation. {aj Critical areas of was deleted.
(a) Critical areas of local and regional uniqueness and local and regional uniqueness and significance should be
significance should be prioritized for acquisition. prioritized for acquisition.
Environment 5A-3, 5A- Incentives Economic incentive programs shall be implemented to Economic incentive programs shall be implemented to Refer to best available Growth Management Act
3.4,169 encourage private participation in protecting and enhancing encourage private participation in protecting and enhancing  science (BAS) instead of Consistency, Address
aquifer recharge and surface and ground water quality. aquifer recharge and surface and ground water quality and promoting specific actions  Public Comment
(a) Reuse of water shall be encouraged and incentives quantity following best available science. that may not align with BAS-
provided for use of best management practices. based best practices for a
(b) Incentives shall be developed that encourage industries, specific site. Options for
businesses and homes to use water conservation surface and groundwater
technologies and practices. management vary based on
(c) Incentive programs shall be established to maintain and site-specific conditions.
restore conveyance capacity and natural water storage areas
Environment 5A-3, 5A- Incentives Incentives shall be developed to protect critical areas in No recommended change.
3.5, 169 agriculture and forestry land Date Exported: February 14, 2025
Environment 5A-3, 5A-  Incentives The protection of Habitat Conservation Areas shall B pisclaimer: This document is meant to help readers understand how policies have been recommended to
3.6, 169 encouraged through acquisition, incentives, and oth change and provides a general understanding how the policy has changed, and serves no other purpose.

techniques.

Skagit County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Final Policy Recommendations

Some policies may appear different in the Comprehensive Document on the Website due to error in
exporting to the document from this matrix or otherwise. If you see a difference in policies from this matrix
compared to the Comprehensive plan use the above email to let staff know.
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ST aoal, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County ’s Comprehensive Plan Draft
Reference Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

(THIS HAS
CHANGED
IN THE NEW
DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change
Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
Environment 5A-3, 5A- Incentives Native plant communities and fish and wildlife habitat No recommended change.
3.7,169 enhancement shall be promoted through voluntary incentive
programs.
Environment 5A-4, 5A-5, Intergovernmenta Improve communication and seek cooperation and No recommended change.
169 l coordination among county, city, state, tribal, federal
Coordination/Co agencies, and the public to avoid duplication and achieve
operation efficiency and effectiveness in development of standards,

policies, regulations, programs, projects, planning and
funding efforts that conserve and protect critical areas.

Environment 5A-4, 5A- Intergovernmenta The use of inter-agency agreements among county, city, state, The use of inter-agency agreements among county, city, state, Revised for clarity. Administrative Cleanup
4.1, 169- L federal and tribal agencies shall be encouraged for federal and tribal agencies shall be encouraged for
170 Coordination/Co conservation and protection of critical areas when developing conservation and protection of critical areas when developing
operation regulations, incentives, and monitoring/enforcement regulations, incentives, and monitoring/enforcement
strategies. strategies.
(a) Local, state, federal and tribal governments shall be (a) Local, state, federal and tribal governments shall be
consulted in the development of land use plans and consulted in the development of land use plans and
development review to identify and protect habitat networks development review to identify and protect habitat networks
on an inter-jurisdictional basis. on an inter-jurisdictional basis.
(b) Local, state, federal agencies, tribes and private interests (b) Local, state, federal agencies, tribes, regional
shall be encouraged to plan and implement methods to stakeholders, and private interests shall be encouraged to
protect and enhance water quality at commercial, plan and implement methods to protect and enhance water
recreational, and subsistence shellfish beds, including quality at commercial, recreational, and subsistence shellfish
controlling potential new pollution sources, reducing beds, including controlling potential new pollution sources,
pollution from existing sources, and establishing shellfish reducing pollution from existing sources, and establishing
protection districts. shellfish protection districts.
(c) Coordinate with state and tribal programs to protect plant (c) Coordinate with state and tribal programs to protect plant
species and communities listed in the Natural Heritage species and communities listed in the Natural Heritage
Program, the Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) Program and Program, the Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) Program and
plant species of cultural (tribal) significance should be plant species of cultural (tribal) significance shoutdte-
Environment 5A-4, 5A- Intergovernmenta Wetland inspections/delineation training requirements Wetland identification, inspectionstdelineation and Edit text as shown or deleting Administrative Cleanup
4.2,170 ( should be coordinated with other Federal and State | Date Exported: February 14, 2025
Coordination/Co Disclaimer: This document is meant to help readers understand how policies have been recommended to
operation change and provides a general understanding how the policy has changed, and serves no other purpose.

Some policies may appear different in the Comprehensive Document on the Website due to error in
exporting to the document from this matrix or otherwise. If you see a difference in policies from this matrix
compared to the Comprehensive plan use the above email to let staff know.
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Environment 5A-4, 5A-

Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016
Plan)
Intergovernmenta Critical area conservation and protection strategies s

hallbe Norecommended change.

To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft
Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

Reason for Change
Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

4.3,170 L coordinated with watershed planning efforts and watershed
Coordination/Co implementation plans.
operation
Environment 5A-4, 5A- Intergovernmenta All existing county land use regulations shall be reviewed and, To promote a consistent and efficient regulatory framework,  Revised for clarity. Administrative Cleanup
4.4,170 L where appropriate, modified to eliminate redundancies or all existing county land use regulations shall be reviewed and,
Coordination/Co conflicts with other county, state or federal requirements for where appropriate, modified to eliminate redundancies or
operation conserving and protecting critical areas and the public to conflicts with other county, state or federal requirements for
promote a consistent and more efficient regulatory
framework.

Environment 5A-4, 5A-

Intergovernmenta Annual evaluations and prioritized recommendations for non- No recommended change.

4.5,170 l point source pollution control (such as from Watershed
Coordination/Co Action Plans and Water Quality Management Plans) shall be
operation implemented where found to be feasible and most cost-
effective.
Environment 5A-4, 5A- Intergovernmenta Skagit County shall continue to work cooperatively with the Skagit County shall continue to work cooperatively with the Include a reference to Growth Management Act
4.6,170 L cities, towns, state and federal agencies and tribes as needed cities, towns, state and federal agencies and tribes as needed climate change. Consistency

Coordination/Co in flood hazard mitigation planning and projects to mi

nimize inflood hazard mitigation planning, including climate change

operation potential for flood damage throughout Skagit County. projections, and projects to minimize potential for flood
damage throughout Skagit County.
Environment 5A-4, 5A- Intergovernmenta The County shall encourage the restoration of appropriate No recommended change.

4.7,170

L degraded critical areas through coordinated cooperative

Coordination/Co public and private efforts.

operation

Skagit County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Final Policy Recommendations
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Environment 5A-5, 5A-6,
171

Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016
Plan)

Skagit County shall, protect and conserve critical areas in
cooperation with federal, state, local, and tribal jurisdictions.

Protection and
Conservation
Measures

To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name
Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy

“Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft

Reason for Change
Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Consider deletion. This Administrative Cleanup
policy is repetitive when
compared to 5A-4.1, -4.4 and

-4.6.

Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and
5.1,171-

174

Critical Areas shall be designated and protected to prevent
their continued loss and degradation. Furthermore, priority
shall be given to the avoidance of impacts to Critical Areas,
followed by the minimization of impacts and full mitigation

Conservation
Measures

respectively.

(a) Wetlands

(i) The greatest level of protection should be provided to
wetlands of exceptional resource value, based on the
Washington State Wetland Rating System for Western
Washington (2014 Update).

(ii) Measures shall be taken to protect the natural ability of
wetlands to improve the quality of surface water runoff, hold
and gradually release storm water, function as primary
producers of plant matter, provide habitat for fish and wildlife,
provide recreational opportunities, and provide historical and

be given to the avoidance of impacts to Critical Areas,
followed by the minimization of impacts and futt
compensatory mitigation, respectivety in that order.

(a) Wetlands

(i) The greatest level of protection should be provided to
wetlands of exceptional resource value, based on the
Washington State Wetland Rating System for Western
Washington (2014 Update, Version 2 or as amended).

(if) Measures shall be taken to protect the natural ability of
wetlands to improve the quality of surface water runoff, hold
and gradually release storm water, functionasprimary
producers-of ptantmatter; provide habitat for fish and wildlife,

Need to update existing
Saltwater Intrusion Policy
and expand. Adopted from
Commerce Menu of
Measures 518. Skagit County
please provide guidance on
the review and update of
saltwater intrusion policy for
islansa and costal areas (b)
(iii) and (iv).

Growth Management Act
Consistency, Address
Public Comment

cultural values.

(iii) Mitigation projects shall, whenever feasible, contribute to
an existing wetland system or restore an area that was

historically a wetland. Hteto-ane rg-wettanesy ™ 2 Tarea
(iv) Awetland buffer zone of adequate width should be thatwashistoricatty-a-wettane achieve no net loss of wetland
maintained between a wetland and any adjacent development area andprovideegtiva : et .
to protect the functions and integrity of the wetland. Where (iv) Awetland buffer zone of adequate width should be
buffers are required, adequate buffer widths and protective maintained between a wetland and any adjacent development
mechanisms, using best management practices to sustain to protect the functions and integrity of the wetland. Where-

the buffer functions, shall be established. Required buffers areregtired,adeguate bufferwidthsand-

provide recreational opportunities, and provide historical and
cultural values.
(iii) Mitigation projects shatt should, whenever feasible,
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ULD Goal,
Policy, Page
Reference
(THIS HAS
CHANGED
IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016
Element )2 Plan)
Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and Land uses that are incompatible with critical areas shall be No recommended change.
5.2,174- Conservation discouraged.
175 Measures (a) Frequently Flooded Areas
(i) Low intensity land use activities such as agricultural,
forestry, and recreational land uses should be encouraged in

floodplain areas and other land uses in these areas should be

discouraged.

(i) Land uses, densities, and development activities in the
floodplain and coastal high hazard areas should be limited to
protect public health, safety, and welfare, to minimize
expenditure of public money and costly flood control projects,

and to maintain hydrologic systems, and to protect habitat for
threatened and endangered species consistent with the

National Marine Fisheries Service Biological Opinion

(September 2008).

(b) Geologically Hazardous Areas

(i) Low land use densities and intensities or open space shall

be preferred in geologically hazardous areas where this

practice can provide site specific mitigation.

(ii) Land use regulations and practices for geologically
hazardous areas shall be established so that development

does not cause or exacerbate natural processes that

endanger lives, property, infrastructure, and resources on or

off site.

(c) Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas

To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
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Reason for Change
Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Skagit County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update Final Policy Recommendations

Date Exported: February 14, 2025

Disclaimer: This document is meant to help readers understand how policies have been recommended to
change and provides a general understanding how the policy has changed, and serves no other purpose.
Some policies may appear different in the Comprehensive Document on the Website due to error in
exporting to the document from this matrix or otherwise. If you see a difference in policies from this matrix
compared to the Comprehensive plan use the above email to let staff know.

The Comprehensive Plan document is the final and official version of policies that will be adopted.

122



erin.okelley
Text Box
Date Exported: February 14, 2025
Disclaimer: This document is meant to help readers understand how policies have been recommended to change and provides a general understanding how the policy has changed, and serves no other purpose. Some policies may appear different in the Comprehensive Document on the Website due to error in exporting to the document from this matrix or otherwise. If you see a difference in policies from this matrix compared to the Comprehensive plan use the above email to let staff know. 
The Comprehensive Plan document is the final and official version of policies that will be adopted. 

erin.okelley
Text Box
To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County’s Comprehensive Plan Draft Policies” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

erin.okelley
Rectangle


ULD Goal,
Policy, Page
Reference

(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016
Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and Development allowed in critical areas shall be conducted No recommended change.

5.3,175- Conservation without risk to lives, and with minimum risk to property,

178 Measures infrastructure, and resources.

(a) Wetlands

(i) Development adjacent to wetlands should be sited such

that wetland and buffer functions are protected and an
adequate buffer around the wetland is left undisturbed.

(i) Alterations to wetlands that are allowed in order to
maintain or enhance specific wetland functions and values,

shall consider all quantitative and qualitative functions of the

wetlands and required buffers.

(b) Aquifer Recharge Areas

(i) Consistent with state and federal laws and regulations, the

County shall develop in unincorporated areas and facilitate on
a county-wide basis performance standards and regulate

uses for activities which can adversely impact water quality or
quantity in aquifers, watersheds, and surface waters.

(ii) Performance standards shall be established to maintain

aquifer recharge and protection and require that new

developments meet these performance standards and that
existing facilities be retrofitted, where feasible, to meet the

standards.

(c) Frequently Flooded Areas

(i) Development regulations shall be adopted that prohibit
intensive uses such as urban subdivisions, multi-family
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(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change

Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and Impacts to critical areas should be monitored to ensure the No recommended change.

5.4,178- Conservation long-term success of mitigation measures.

179 Measures (a) Performance standards shall be adopted through
appropriate codes and administrative procedures for
development in critical areas; including, but not limited to
(i) Critical area report information and analysis;

(ii) Site inspections and development review of construction
within critical areas;

(iii) The use of critical area designations to prohibit, restrict, or
otherwise control land uses within short subdivisions,
subdivisions, and residential cluster developments;

(iv) The use of protective covenants or conservation
easements to protect critical areas in non-land division
developments.

(b) Land used for critical area mitigation should be preserved
in perpetuity. Monitoring and maintenance of critical area
mitigation sites shall be provided until the success of the site
is established.

(c) Monitoring of the mitigation site should take appropriate
measures utilizing one or more of the following:

(i) Applicants should develop comprehensive mitigation plans
in order to ensure long term success of the mitigation project.
Such plans should provide for sufficient monitoring,
maintenance, and contingencies to ensure mitigation
persistence.
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ST aoal, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County ’s Comprehensive Plan Draft
Reference Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change
Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and Critical areas should be avoided, maintained, restored, Critical areas and their buffers should be avoided, Revised for clarity. Administrative Cleanup

5.5,179- Conservation acquired, replaced or enhanced. maintained, restored, acquired, replaced or enhanced.

180 Measures (a) Mitigation for proposed alterations to critical areas or (a) Mitigation for proposed alterations to critical areas or

associated buffers should be sufficient to maintain the associated buffers should be sufficient to maintain the

function and values of the critical area or to preventrisk from function and values of the critical area or to prevent risk from a
a critical area hazard. Proposed mitigation should follow the critical area hazard. Proposed mitigation should follow the

mitigation sequence of: mitigation sequence of:

(i) Avoid the impact altogether. (i) Avoid the impact altogether.

(i) Minimize the impact utilizing appropriate technology and  (ii) Minimize the impact utilizing appropriate technology and
design. design.

(iii) Rectify the impact by restoring, repairing or rehabilitating  (iii) Rectify the impact by restoring, repairing or rehabilitating
the affected environment to the conditions existing at the time the affected environment to the conditions existing at the time

of initiation of the project or activity. of initiation of the project or activity.

(iv) Reduce or eliminate the impact over time by preservation (iv) Reduce or eliminate the impact over time by preservation
and maintenance operations during the life of the project. and maintenance operations during the life of the project.

(v) Compensate for the impact by replacing, enhancing or (v) Compensate for the impact by replacing, enhancing or
providing substitute resources or environments. providing substitute resources or environments.

(b) On-site replacement of critical area impact is preferred. (b) On-site replacement of critical area impact is preferred.
Where on-site replacement is not feasible or practical dueto Where on-site replacement is not feasible or practical due to
characteristics of the existing critical area location, characteristics of the existing critical area location,
replacement should occur within the same watershed and replacement should occur within the same watershed and
proximity. proximity.

(c) Critical area restoration, creation, and enhancement (c) Critical area restoration, creation, and enhancement
projects should be completed prior to alteration, where projects should be completed prior to alteration, where
possible. In all other cases, replacement should be possible. In all other cases, replacement should be
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To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County 's Comprehensive Plan Draft
Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.

(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW

DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change
Element )2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and Continue to implement enforcement procedures to ensure Continue to implement enforcement procedures to ensure Add language to prioritize Administrative Cleanup

5.6, 180- Conservation compliance with applicable Skagit County ordinances. compliance with applicable Skagit County ordinances. positive code resolution

181 Measures (a) Enforcement action shall be taken whenever a person has (a) Enforcement action shall be taken whenever a person has approaches.

violated the provisions of any applicable Skagit County violated the provisions of any applicable Skagit County

ordinance used for critical area protection.

ordinance used for critical area protection.

(b) The choice of enforcement action and the severity of any  (b) The choice of enforcement action and the severity of any
penalty should be based on the nature of the violation, the penalty should be based on the nature of the violation, the

damage or risk to the public or the public resources.

damage or risk to the public or the public resources. (c) Work
with property owners to resolve critical area code violations
through voluntary compliance measures as feasible.

Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and With the exception of activities that are exempt under the All activities that are exempt under the Critical Areas Revised for clarity. Administrative Cleanup
5.7,181 Conservation Critical Areas Ordinance (CAQO), any proposed alteration that Ordinance (CAO), shall be carried out in ways that cause the
Measures adversely affects a critical area or its standard buffers’ least impact on critical areas and their buffers.

functions shall comply with the substantive and procedural  (a) If any damage is caused to a critical area or buffer, in

requirements of the CAO regardless of whether such

connection with an exempt activity, the critical area and its

alteration requires a County development permit or approval. buffer shall be restored to the-extentfeasiteapre-disturbed

condition or a condition that provides greater buffer functions.
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SABRAERREL, To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa

Policy, Page Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County ’s Comprehensive Plan Draft

Reference Policies ” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.
(THIS HAS

CHANGED
IN THE NEW
DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change

)2 Plan) Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Refined the policy to be
addressing one topic related
- to carbon land sinks for GHG Growth Management Act

Environment New Climate reduction. Consistency
Growth Management Act
Consistency
tajEnhance urban tree canopy to support community
resilience, mitigate urban heat, manage stormwater, conserve
energy, improve mental and physical health, and strengthen
economic prosperity.
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(THIS HAS

CHANGED
IN THE NEW
DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016
Element )2 Theme Plan) Proposed Policy

Reason for Change
Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

Growth Management Act
Consistency

(b) Protect and restore natural resources that sequester and
store carbon such as forests, farmland, wetlands, estuaries,

and urban tree canopy.
. Y Refined the policy to be

addressing one topic related
to carbon land sinks for GHG

Environment New Climate reduction.
Growth Management Act
Consistency
(c) Identify and address the impacts of climate change on the Refined jche policy t? be
., . addressing one topic related
region’s hydrological systems. ]
T T U D T U A to carbon land sinks for GHG
Environment New Climate . . . reduction.
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IBEIET To learn how to provide public comment visit: https://skagitcounty.net/2025cpa
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(THIS HAS

CHANGED

IN THE NEW
DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change

)2 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized

i i trati iet Policy is covered in other Growth Management Act
elements and doesn'tneed Consistency

to be included in this section.

Environment New Climate
DIUVURNGT LI1ICOC PULIUIUO UL irinu
Address impacts to vulnerable populations and areas that . - Growth Management Act
9 ] Pop ) individual policies for better ) g
have been disproportionately affected by climate change. . Consistency
understanding and removed
Environment New Climate redundancies covered in
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(THIS HAS
CHANGED
IN THE NEW
DOCUMENT Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text Copied from 2016 Reason for Change
Element )2 Theme Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Reasoning from Consultant Summarized
The following are policies to address siting and resilience of Growth Management Act
infrastructure: Consistency

(a) Address rising sea water by siting and planning for
relocation of hazardous industries and essential public
services away from the 500-year floodplain.

(b) Support efforts to increase the resilience of public Broke these policies out into
services, utilities, and infrastructure by preparing for disasters individual policies for better
and other impacts and coordinated planning for system understanding and removed
recovery. redundancies covered in
Environment New Climate other elements.
Work cooperatively to meet regulatory standards for Include endangered species Growth Management Act
floodplain development as these standards are updated for ~ act compliance in floodplain Consistency
consistency with relevant federal requirements including policy.

those related to the Endangered Species Act, and to
accommodate long-term climate change projections.

Environment New Climate - Floodplains
Support achievement of regional greenhouse gas emissions Growth Management Act
reduction goals through countywide planning policies and Consistency
Environment New Climate local comprehensive plans.
Environment 5A-5, 5A- Protection and All activities that are exempt under the Critical Areas No recommended change.
5.8, 181 Conservation Ordinance (CAO), shall be carried out in ways that cause the
Measures least impact on critical areas and their buffers.

(a) If any damage is caused to a critical area or buffer, in
connection with an exempt activity, the critical area and its

buffer shall be restored to the extent feasible.
Transportatic 8A, New, Safety Plan and maintain a safe and efficient system for the Plan and maintain a safe and efficient regional transportation Integrate equity to align with Growth Management Act

243 Movement movement of people and goods in partnership, where SRR T e MEvErEnt el peasle. wildl e and meses i requirement 3 of Consistency, Address

appropriate, with the Skagit Council of Governments. . . . . . . Commerce's Climate Planning Commission
partnership, where appropriate, with cities, tribes, transit ) ] )
Planning Guidance.include

agencies, and the Skagit Council of Governments. )
regional focus.
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The Comprehensive Plan document is the final and official version of policies that will be adopted. 
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Or email pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us with the proposal name “Skagit County’s Comprehensive Plan Draft Policies” in the subject line. Include your comments in the body of your email.
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