
TESTIMONY AND WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
PERMANENT REGULATIONS FOR STORMWATER CODE UPDATE 

COMMENTS/TESTIMONY RECEIVED JUNE 11 – JULY 9, 2015 
 
Name Organization Method 
Bynum, Ellen FOSC Testimony + 4 emails (7/9/15) 
Ehlers, Carol  Letter (7/7/15) + notes 

(7/9/15) 
Freethy, Diane SCARP Email (6/12/15) 
Haase, Peter  Email (6/28/15) 
 



From: Ellen Bynum
To: PDS comments
Cc: FOSC Office
Subject: 2015 Stormwater Code Update comments
Date: Thursday, July 09, 2015 11:58:12 AM

Dear Planning Commissioners and Planning & Legal Staff:

The following points are additions to my previous comments on the Stormwater Code Update.

The stormwater code does not contain any reference to geomorphology, geology, soils or a 
way to consider the context of the parcel in the area it is situated.  All of these are important 
information to analyze the parcel and make an informed decision as to how the water from or 
going to the parcel (or its neighboring parcels) will affect the neighborhood (or wider area).  

There is no requirement for a cumulative effects analysis for the neighborhood, which must be
 done if a correct decision is to be made as to what is required of parcels within the 
neighborhood. The Planning Commission should add a requirement in the code to require 
additional information be provided and/or sought to give a longer range and more complete 
view of the effects of stormwater on the applicant parcel and the area. 

Water behaves differently in different soils types.  An evaluation and consideration of soils 
types should be added to the code as a requirement so that decisions that cause damages, either
 on the parcel or in the neighborhood, or even farther away, are prevented.  The Conservation 
District has additional information, maps and expertise as to how to evaluate this criteria.

The history of an area where the parcel is located as to flooding, erosion, bank collapse and 
the other geological features and geomorphological conditions should be added as a 
requirement for proposed developments.  Placing it in the stormwater code as well as other 
development regulations should be done to prevent future disasters to both the parcel and the 
neighborhood (and area).

Please add requirements for soils analysis as well as the geomorphological and geological 
history of the parcel to the code.

Please add a requirement for analyzing the surrounding parcels, their histories, geology and 
past stormwater events before issuing permits that may cause future damage (or exacerbate 
past damages).

Please ask staff to consult with the Conservation District or other agencies who have and 
regularly use the soils, geology and geomorphology information to determine how to add this 
information.

The code, as written, goes a long way to fulfilling what DOE wants from the County;  can we 
also make it comply with common sense and smart decisions about water and land use?  

Omitting the characteristics and facts stated above is NOT a prudent way to manage 
stormwater decisions as the official making the decision does not have enough information (or
 some of the most critical information) as to the how the parcel and neighborhood (area) will 
respond to massive rain events.  

mailto:skye@cnw.com
mailto:pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:friends@fidalgo.net


Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Ellen Bynum

Ellen Bynum, Executive Director
Friends of Skagit County
110 N. First St. #C
P.O. Box 2632 (mailing)
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-2632
360-419-0988
friends@fidalgo.net
www.friendsofskagitcounty.org
"A valley needs FRIENDS"
22nd Anniversary lCommon Goals lCommon Ground lCommon Goodl
DONATE NOW at Network for Good
Please consider the future B 4 printing.

mailto:friends@fidalgo.net
http://www.friendsofskagitcounty.org/
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=911576105


From: Ellen Bynum
To: PDS comments
Cc: FOSC Office
Subject: 2015 Stormwater code update - additional comments
Date: Thursday, July 09, 2015 12:29:54 PM

Dear Planning Commissioners, planning and legal staff:

These comments are additions to my previously submitted comments.

SCC 14.32.030 (3) addresses areas outside the NPDES as to required geo-technical analysis.  
Please add a reference in the stormwater code update to this section and consider adding soils 
analysis to both the stormwater code and this section.

Under definitions it states "...effective impervious surfaces".  Please add additional details to 
the code as to what is "effective" and how it is to be evaluated and by whom.  If "effective" is 
included simply to say that there are better methods or materials than others, then list them or 
say that in the code.

Thanks very much,
Ellen Bynum

Ellen Bynum, Executive Director
Friends of Skagit County
110 N. First St. #C
P.O. Box 2632 (mailing)
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-2632
360-419-0988
friends@fidalgo.net
www.friendsofskagitcounty.org
"A valley needs FRIENDS"
22nd Anniversary lCommon Goals lCommon Ground lCommon Goodl
DONATE NOW at Network for Good
Please consider the future B 4 printing.

mailto:skye@cnw.com
mailto:pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us
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mailto:friends@fidalgo.net
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From: Ellen Bynum
To: PDS comments
Cc: FOSC Office
Subject: 2015 Stormwater Code update comments 2
Date: Thursday, July 09, 2015 2:56:41 PM

Dear Planning Commissioners, planning and legal staff,

These comments are in addition to my previous comments.

There is no reference to WAC 24.272 A - Septic Systems.  The stormwater codes should 
related to .0200 & Table IV and .0220 & Table V.  Section .0320 forbids any drainage to cross
 the septic field.

These may have never been referenced or may have been omitted in the update.

The Section 14.32.030 deals with illicit and allowable discharges.  This section does not list 
roof drains and gutters discharge.

Please add references to septic systems, illicit and allowable discharges and roof and gutter 
discharges to the stormwater code.  The coordination of these with stormwater is essential to 
the success of the stormwater code.

Thank you for your time and service.

Ellen Bynum

Ellen Bynum, Executive Director
Friends of Skagit County
110 N. First St. #C
P.O. Box 2632 (mailing)
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-2632
360-419-0988
friends@fidalgo.net
www.friendsofskagitcounty.org
"A valley needs FRIENDS"
22nd Anniversary lCommon Goals lCommon Ground lCommon Goodl
DONATE NOW at Network for Good
Please consider the future B 4 printing.

mailto:skye@cnw.com
mailto:pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:friends@fidalgo.net
mailto:friends@fidalgo.net
http://www.friendsofskagitcounty.org/
https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=911576105


From: Ellen Bynum
To: PDS comments
Cc: FOSC Office
Subject: 2015 Stormwater Code update - additional comments 3
Date: Thursday, July 09, 2015 3:32:20 PM

Dear Planning Commissioners, planning and legal staff:

Please add these comments to my previous comments.  

There is no information regarding consideration of micro-climates in the stormwater code.  
Consideration of micro-climates is important in selection and choice of native or other plants 
for taking up water, holding soils, diverting water, etc. wherever native vegetation is required  
 For example, Island Conservation District has some amount of experience with native plants 
suitable for dry climate areas on Whidbey some of which have a climate similar to Santa Fe, 
NM.  This is especially true in shoreline areas, but can also be important on steep slopes. 

Since the stormwater code applies to all development, please consider adding criteria for 
consideration of micro-climates and planting for restoration into the code.

No attention is paid to water quantity, as Carol Ehlers pointed out in public testimony.

Please consider amending the stormwater code to include water quantity and hydrology as a 
factor to be considered in stormwater permitting and planning.  

Thank you!

Ellen Bynum

Ellen Bynum, Executive Director
Friends of Skagit County
110 N. First St. #C
P.O. Box 2632 (mailing)
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-2632
360-419-0988
friends@fidalgo.net
www.friendsofskagitcounty.org
"A valley needs FRIENDS"
22nd Anniversary lCommon Goals lCommon Ground lCommon Goodl
DONATE NOW at Network for Good
Please consider the future B 4 printing.

mailto:skye@cnw.com
mailto:pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:friends@fidalgo.net
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Carol Ehlers submitted the attached letter as well as three Department of Ecology publications 
at the public hearing on July 7, 2015. These publications can be found at and saved/printed 
from the following links: 
 
 
“Vegetation Management: A Guide for Puget Sound Bluff Property Owners” (May 1993): 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pubs/93-31/intro.html (web version) 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/9331.pdf (pdf version) 
 
 
“Slope Stabilization and Erosion Control Using Vegetation” (May 1993): 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pubs/93-30/index.html (web version) 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/9330.pdf (pdf version) 
 
 
“Surface Water and Groundwater on Coastal Bluffs” (June 1995): 
http://ww.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pubs/95-107/intro.html (web version 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/95107.html (pdf version)  
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pubs/93-31/intro.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/9331.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pubs/93-30/index.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/9330.pdf
http://ww.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/pubs/95-107/intro.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/95107.html














From: Diane
To: PDS comments
Subject: "Stormwater Code Update" - July 5th
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 10:56:16 AM
Importance: High

Attention:  Michael See, Public Works Water Resources Section Manager, et al
 
Given our State's current focus on local drought conditions and the Federal government's June 8th inquiry
 regarding the severity of same, we wonder if the Stormwater Code Update hearing should be postponed
 for an indefinite period of time.
 
Your consideration and response would be much appreciated.
 
Thank you!
Diane Freethy, President
SKAGIT CITIZENS ALLIANCE for RURAL PRESERVATION
PO Box 762, Sedro-Woolley WA 98284
360-856-2290

mailto:freeprss@wavecable.com
mailto:pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us


From: pgypsy@wavecable.com
To: PDS comments
Subject: Stormwater Code Update
Date: Sunday, June 28, 2015 8:46:53 AM

Peter Haase
14951 Benson heights,  Bow  98232
 
Regarding LID requirements in NPDES permit ..
 
I like the general use of the Stormwater Manual in the permit, rather than using
 customized wordings.   I suspect most engineers, architects, designers, builders,
 contractors, landscapers, etc. work in many cities and counties around here and the
 Stormwater Manual is probably most well used and understood by them and they are
 familiar with it’s practices. wordings, and requirments.
 
Thanks.

mailto:pgypsy@wavecable.com
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