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| Flood project stu—dyﬁ\’

Report due in fall

An earlyfall target date has
been set by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers officials for comple-
" tion of reports to be presented to
'| Congress on year-long study of
the Avon Bypass flood control

porposal.
Results of the study that began
last summer will be sent to Wash-
ington, illustrated with pictures
showing damage caused by Skagit
River floods.
The Corps’ findings and pro-
m:]s will be aired in a public
ing to be scheduled here aft-
er completion of the report and
before it is forwarded to the na-
tion’s capitol, . County Engineer
Lloyd Johnson explained.

AUTHORIZED IN 1936

Johnson, working with the fed-
eral engineers as flood control
coordinator for Skagit County, ex-
plained that the Avon Bypass pro-
ject was first authorized by Con-
gress in 1936, It has been fre-
quently discussed since that time
and was revived in the spring
of 1962 by the Corps of Army
Engineers as the most practic-

able solution to Skagit River flood
problems.

As outlined earlier by corps of-
ficials, the bypass would con-
sist of a channel 340 feet wide at
its bottom extending from the
Skagit River to Padilla Bay.

From an intake structure south
of Burlington, the proposed
canal would run eight miles al-
most directly west to Padilla
Bay. Excess fiood waters could
be diverted into the channel dur-
ing high water and emptied into
the bay.

COST $10 MILLION

The corps’ report will include
recommendations that recreation-
al and fisheries facilities be ad-
ded to the bypass project., Fish-
ing, boating, swimming and wa-
ter skiing all would be possible
along its length, a spokesman
pointed out. The proposed bypass
could also provide uses in fish
farming, drainage, irrigation.

Cost of the bypass has been
estimated at $19 million. Federal
aid would provide about $15 mil-
lion of this total, with local finan-
cing from Skagit County, the

state, diking districts and possi-
bly flood control zones financing
right of way costs and construc-
tion of highway bridges made
necessary by the project.




