CHAPTER 6

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF FLOOD CONTROL MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

Flood control management is necessary to protect the lives,
property and economy of Skagit County. Yet flood control work has
potential impacts on the environment. Natural resources and in-
stream uses are important to preserve, but can become endangered
through flood control work if mitigation measures are not taken.
This chapter discusses the possible impacts on the natural
resources and in-stream usage of the flood control options
presented in Chapter 5.

Table 6-1 lists the impacts on fish, wildlife, navigation,
water quality, hydrology, existing recreation, and scenic,
aesthetic and historic resources. The existing conditions are
presented first, followed by a no action alternative. Although
'no action' is not an acceptable option, it is presented as a
bench mark for comparison with other alternatives and its
consideration is required by the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) . Other options presented are those discussed in Chapter 5
which are considered viable for the county today.

The alternatives discussed are not necessarily mutually
exclusive. Some alternatives or aspects of alternatives could be
combined. The purpose of describing these alternatives is to
outline a menu of available courses of action.
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