Skagit County’s Water
Quality Monitoring Program
— a state perspective

Sally Lawrence, TMDL Lead
Washington Department of Ecology
Northwest Regional Office, Bellevue



Overview

¢ Ecoelogy’s role in protecting
Waters of the state
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Ecology’s role in protecting
water guality

¢ Federal Clean Water Act
delegates to state:
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Skagit’'s WO Monitoring Program

¢ Designed te answer the guestion,

“Are current land uses (Ag & others)
deing harm te the water?*




Washington State’s
Credible Data Policy

o RCW 90.48-585 (2004)

— Eoelleow QA/QC duning sampling &
analy/sis
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Dissolved Oxygen in Skagit Area
Rivers, Streams

(partial list based on Feb 2007
Skagit Public Works Annual Water Quality Monitering Report)

Meet Standards

¢ All mainstem, North
Fork & South Fork

¢ Hansen Creek
¢ Wiseman, Coal

¢ Friday Creek at
Prairie Rd

¢ Samish R —Thos Rd
¢ Lake, Fisher creeks

¢ ThomasCrkatF & S
Grade Rd

Do Not Meet
Standards

¢ Thomas Creek at Hwy 99
¢ Samish River — Hwy 9

¢ Nookachamps Creek

¢ Mannser Creek

¢ Carpenter Creek/Hill
Ditch



Dissolved Oxygen Levels Are Reduced
When Streams Are Warm

Hansen Creek at Hoehn Rd
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2-2. Comparison of Skagit County 03 and ECY THO-00.3
(County used MPN and ECY used MF)
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What Do the Data Tell Us?
Next Steps

¢ Some sampling lecations not In
complianece with state standards

QZero trendf (no change) Is not a
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